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CPYRGHT by Maj Gen Kh. DZHELAUKHOV

he term strategle reserves ig comnonly undaerstood to refer to
opnabional. ob'yedineniya of varicus Lranches of armed Torces,
soyedineniya and chasti of arms, reserves of nuclear weapons and
rockets, and various types of equipment > conventional armament,
ghells, and other materiel and technical means which do not have
a definite operational function and are at the disposal of the
supreme command of the armed forces of a country.

Along wlth the main forces and means mobillzed at the beginning
of a war, strategle reserves are located on the territory of a given
country or neighboring countries and also immediately in the thcater
of military operations. In the latter case these reserves will
usually consist of combined-arms and tank ob fyedineniya and soye-
dineniya, chast and scyedineniya of other branches and arms (avia-
tion, artillery, engineer, motor transport, etc.) and can be de-
signated for use, as a rule, in a given theater of military opera-
tions. These reserves may have stockpiles of nuclear weapons,
rocket means, conventional armament » and other materiel.

Past world wars clearly demonstrated the importance of re-
serves in general, and in particular the importance of strategic
reserves in a theater of military operations. For example, the
German attack on Paris in 1914 failed because the German Supreme
Command on the Western (French) Front did not have strong strategic
reserves for reinforcing and developing the attack to the Marne
River and parrying the strikes of the Siwxth French Army north of
Paris, In 1942 the German fascist command's lack of large reserves
on the Don and in the North Caucasus during the battle on the Volga
prevented them from quickly beginning an operation to liberate en-
circled groupings with strikes from without and from creating a
sclid defensive front to prevent the further explolitation of the
success of Soviet troops in southwestern and western directions.

At the same time, past wars have shown that large operational
and strategic reserves have had a decisive effect on the outcome
of' an operatiomn or campaign. For example, in Picardy in 1918 the
defending Allied troops had 32 divisions in the first and second
lines of defense and 18 soyedineniya in the reserve of the armies
and front. During the operation the Allies were reinforced by
b3 divisions, enabling them to halt th- German offensive.
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Eﬁe vicinity of Moscow in 1941, defeated the German fascist tank
= assault groups threatening the flanks of the Western Front and

then supported a general counteroffensive of Soviet troops near
Moscow. There was a similar situation during the battle on the
Volga. TIn the summer of 1942 our Southwestern and Voronezh fronts,
having suffered heavy losses, could not withstand the enemy of-
fensive. Owing to timely measures taken by the Stavka of the
Supreme Command, the Stalingrad and Don fronts were re-formed and
the Southwestern Fronl was restored through the use of strategic
reserves. The preseunce of large strategic reserves in the vicinity
of the Kursk Bulge in the summer of 1943 made it possible for the
Soviet Army to repel strong thrusts of attacking groupings of German
Fascist troops north of Belgorod and in the vieinity of Ponyra and,
after a brief operational pause, launch a counteroffensive and
victoriously conclude the summer campaign of 1943,

In certain operations of past world wars the relative strength
of strategic reserves was extremely high. For example, in the
aforementioned operation in Picardy they comprised 86 percent of
the total strength of the divisions originallr st the front. Their
relative strength was particularly great in several operations of
the Great Patriotic War. In the battles on distant approaches to
Moscow on 1 October 1941, there were approximately the same number
of divisions in the six armies of the Reserve Front as there were
in the aries operating on the Western Front. During the first six
months of the war the air forces of the Western Front received
from Lhe reserve of the Supreme Command reinforcements amounting
to more than twice their original number of aviation regiments.

Thus the experience of past wars and especially World War II
shows that inflicting losses on troops operating on a front does
not necessarily achieve victory since the presence of large stra-
tegic reserves in general and in the theater of military operations
in particular promotes the swift restoratiorn of g strategic front
of battle and usually brings about a certain equality in forces.

The presence of large reserves during offensive operations
facilitates the intensification of efforts, swift and deep penetra-
tion into a defensive formation, the defeat of its groupings, and
the achievement of the objectives of the operatiion.

Even without going into detailed research on the ratio of forces
and means operating in a certain area of a given theater of military
operations to the reserves brought into that area from the depths
of a country, it is easy to see the ccmpletely logicel tendency to
increase the role of strategic reserves in armed conflict in the
last war,
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fare? Isn't the aforementioned tendency to increase their role in
armed conllict obsolete and unsuitable in our time?

In modeérn conditions, in various parts of the world and parti-
cularly in those near the soclalist camp, bhe aggressive circles of
imperialism have created nillitary bloeks with armed forces numbering
in the millions, constructed numerous military bases on their own
and foreign territory, and are maintaining in full combet readiness
swrategic nuclear rocket weapons, atomic submarines armed with
Polarls missiles, strateglic and tactical aviation, aircraft carriers
and submarine strike forces, ground troops, and other means for
armed conflict so that they can unleash a war against the countries
of sveialism and other peace-loving nations at any time, without
deploying large additional forces and means.

Moreover, in the military doctrines of aggressive countries it
is repognized that existing forees will be inadequate and that with
the beginning of a war large reserves will be necessary for inten-
sifying efforts, replacing losses, and carrying out various missions
during the initial period of the war. These reserves will be cre-
ated by mobilizing the forces and means in the depth of the con-
tinental part of a given theater of military operations (TMO) or
by bringing them across the ocean from other continents. They may
be used for reinforcing the first strategic echelon, for creating
reserves in the theater of military operations, or for establishing
a second strategic echelon to carry out subsequent strategic missions
in a given TMO. Therefore, in examining the problems of combating
strategic reserves we have in mind all large forces and means of
the various branches and arms which will arrive in a given TMO with
the outbreak of a war, regardless of their operational-strategic
designation.

Gocialist countries, carrying on a constant struggle againnt
the threat of war and for the peaceful settlement of all disputes
between nations, must reckon with the presence of aggressive,
armed~to-the-teeth circles of imperialism. Therefore, the coun-
tries of socialism and especially the Soviet Union, in order to
defend themselves and restrain an aggressor, must maintain in
pcacetime adequate and fully combat ready forces designated for
repelling a surprise nuclear-rocket attack by the probable enemy
and delivering an immediate retaliatory strike. Also, Soviet
military science considers that final victory over an enenmy, if
the Imperialists succeed in unleashing a war, requires numerous
strateglc reserves having various designations.
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nature of nuclear war. The extensive destruction and heavy losses
resulting from the use of nuclear weapons will disrupt the system
of operational organization of troops in several theaters of
military operations or strategic sectors. To prevent the enemy
from exploiting this and destroying friendly groupings pilecemeal

1t is necessary to quickly bring in reserves. At the sanme time

the fast-moving nature of the development of offensive operations
causes sharp changes in the situation, which in turn make it neces-
sary to bring large strategic, as well as operational, reserves
into the battle.

Intensifying strategic efforts by employing strategle reserves
or the second strategic echelon is almost important Pactor in vaging
a successful struggle to achleve strategic objectives under modern
conditions. As previously noted, strategic reserves in a TMO may
be comprised of ob'yedineniya and soyedineniya of the various
branches and arms (ground, alrborne, aviation, artillery, engineer,
and others}. They can be used in the following missions: launching
& counteroffensive or exploiting success on the main axis; relieving
operational ob'yedineniya and soyedineniya which have suffered heavy
losses; reinforcing rocket-artillery, tank, and aviation groupings;
repelling thrusts and destroyiug large operational forces of the
enemy; threatening flanks of attacking strategic groupings, re-
inforcing large airborne forces operating deep in the enemy rear
area; operations on new strategic axes; and the achievement of
other objectives.

To carry out these missions during armed conflict in & theater
of military operations the belligerents use strategic reserves
along with the wide employment of nuclear weapons. They try te
maintain a superiority over the enemy or at least create s favorable
correlation of forces by destroying reserves with nuclear strikes
and isolating the enemy's strategic groupings in the TMO from the
rear area and preventing the arrival of fresh reserves,

The problems of combating strategic reserves is not new. This
can be seen in the experience of World War IT. ror example, one
of the most important problems of the US and British air forces in
preparing for the Normandy operation in 1944 was the disorganiza-
tion of communications in the rear area of German fascist troops
with the objective of disrupting the normal supply of materiel and
reserves to German groupings located on the Northern Coast of France.
The plan for Operation Overlord included strikes against reilroad
systems of France and Belgium within a radius of approximately
300 kilometers of the landing area and the destruction of railroad
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would disrupt the normal transfer of reserves to the German fascist
troops in Normandy. As a result of the air raids by the Allied
forces 24 bridges were destroyed on the Seirne alone. During the
landing and the following period of battle on the beachhead Allled
aviation isolated the main areas of combat action from German re- .
serves in the inner regions of France, from the Tast, and from the
coast of the Straits of Dover.

However, there was still no organized and systematic combat
with strategic reserves in World War II. The aforementioned mis-
sions were frequently accomplished in passing, with the achievement
of air superiority and during operations designed to undermine the
economic potentlal of the enemy.

The fact that combat with strategic reserves did not have a wide
scope in World War II even though its role was recognized is ex-
plained, on one hand, by the lack of powerful strategic reserves
by both sides in the theaters of operations in all phases of the
war, and on the other hand, by the small numbers and relative
weakness of strategic aviation among the warring nations and the
presence of targets more important than the reserves. The main
reason was the lack ot means for delivering deep operational-
strategic strikes.

It must be said that combat action against stratepic reserves
in theaters of military operations during World War IT was of a
sporadie nature.

Under modern conditions the bourdaries of continental theaters
of military operations have expanded greatly. As is well known,
all continents are bordered by wide expanses of ocean and sea: for
exumple, Burope is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean and the Mediter-
ranean Sea; the Near Bast and the Middle Rast, by the Mediterranean
Sea and the Indlan Ocean; and Southeast Asiz, by the Indian and
Pacific oceans. Fresh forces will be brought in from remote areas
of a given TMO and from without by air and sea transportation. Tt b
is therefore completely logical that combat with enemy reserves will -
take place not only within the formal boundaries of a given TMO, but
also far beyond its borders, on the ocean and in tke air.

The destructive nature of nuclear war, the huge losses of per-
sonnel and materiel, and the wide scope of operations in the
theaters of military operations increase the role of strategic
reserves and makes them an important factor in restoring forces
or intensifying =fforts in general. Moreover, modern means ob-
Jectively create suitable conditions for independent operations
agalnst strateglc reserves. The existence of nuclear-rocket

6
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and altitudes and increased carrying capacity, rocket-carrying naval
forces, espscially atomic submarineés, modern radar and radioelec-
tronics equipment for guidance, target designation, and accurate
bombing has ovpened real opportunities for effective battle agsinst
strategic reserves at great depth both in the theater of military
operations and during their approach from remote areas or other
contlnents.

In what direction can the battle agalnst strateglc reserves be
conducted in continental theaters of military operations? What is
most important, and, in general, is it a problem requiring special
examination and solution, or can these missions he performed in
the course of strategic operations in a TMO?

The most important elements of strategic reserves, which are
subject to decisive action, are, in our opinion, first, combined-
arms and tank ob‘'yedineniya and scoyedineniya, rocket nuclear wea-
pons, and chasti and scyedineniya of other arms located in mobiliza-
tion areas, concentrated in the depth of a given TMO, or arriving
from another; secondly, reserve groupings during their movement to
an area of military operations or their entrance into battle; and
thirdly, stores of nuclear weapons, conventional armement, materiel
and technical supplies. 1In addition, there will be a complex of
all types of transports from road junctiocns, airfields, and ports
having great importance for shipping reserves to a given TMO.

Naturally, an effective struggle against reserves and the de-
struction of materiel and railrcad cbjectives can be accomplished
only when action has been taken against all objzctives mentioned
above, or at least against the decisive elements of strategic re-
serves which become very impcrtant at a given mcment and the de-
structlion of which will have the desired strategic result.

In a modern war the most important objectives within reserves
are, of course, nuclear rocket means which have not yet been brought
into actlon, nuclear weapons depots, tank and artillery soyedineniya
and chasti, and large bases and depots of fuel, armements and am-
munition. Under all conditions it is exfiremely important. along
with the destruction cf nuclear-rccket means, to destrcy fuel
depots, thereby paralyzing not only the movement of reserves, but
also the groupings of branches of the armed forces cperating on
the front.
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reserves 1t is necessary to take into acecount their distance t'rom
the wain area of armed conflict. It is ons thing when these ob-
Jectives are still located in the depth of the theater at a distance
of 630-1000 kilometers or more (requiring three or four days to
move them and bring them into the battle), and another matter when
they are already in the zone of military operations and can be
brought into battle within 24 hours. The closer reserves approach
from the depth of the theater, the more intense will be the action
against them. It is also necessary to keep in mind the geographic
factor, system of communications, the presence of sultable means
of combating these reserves, and the duration and objectives of
strategic operations to be conducted in the TMO at a given moment.
All these factors are closely interrelated and mst be taken into
account when meking decisions on delivering nuclear strikes against
enemy reserves,

Let us clarify these statements. High mountain ranges with g
limited network of roads, large water barriers with few bridges,
territories divided by seas within the theater -- all these ra2tain
their significance as natural barriers even in modern conditions,
with highly mobile combat equipment, and 1limit the maneuvers of
troops and materiel from the depth of the theater, Reserves formed
on the opposite side of natural barriers still have to overcome
them before they can arrive in the area of military operations.

Under these conditions the proper selection of the objectives
of strikes -- in other words, the waging of an effective battle
against reserves with the smallest expendlture of forces and means
-- will be of great impcrtance. If the main strategic mission in
a theater can be carried out in several days, then, obviously,
delaying the approach of the enemy reserves for that period of time
will ensure the completion of the operation. Consequently, the
objective of action against reserves can be achieved by destroying
sections of roads on passes through mountain ranges, bridges
across large rivers,; or ports for unloading reserves brought in by
sea.

The availability of forces and means for combating reserves has
an important influence on the selection of the objectives of strikes.
If they are limited, It is possible to neutralize the reserves in
succession, beginning with the nearest, and, in certasin cases to
destroy only important road junctions and transportation cobjectives
or to create zones of radicactive contamination on communications
routes.
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and railroads is poorly developed and where movement involves
overcoming ccnsiderable natural barriers, trocps opereting in the
TMO can be iscleted from fresh reserves simply by destroying cer-
tain transportaticrn objectives, Sometimes, especlally in sparsely
populated and uninhabited theaters, the main means of transferring
reserves from the depth is trapsport aviation. In these cases it
is most Important to destroy airfields, aviation fuel depots, equip-
ment, flight control systems;, and aifreraft.

L™

But combating reserves in continental TMOs is only a part of
the overall battle against strategic reserves, since reserves can
be brought in by sea and air transports. Thus, battle on ocean
and eir communications routes is & nc less impertant part of com-
bating strategic reserves.

The essence of combating strategic reserves in a theater of
inilitary operations will be, on one hand, the destruction of combat
forces and means (ob'yedineniya, soyedineniya, special units, and
reserve nuclear and rocket means) and the destructicn of various
materiel reserves {armement, ammunition, and particularly fuel) and,
on the other hand, the destruction of the ccmplex cf transport
facilities and the disruption of main communications routes over
which reserves are carried.

' Action against strategic reserves on a wide scale became pos -
' sible only with the appearance of a deep strike weapon, which at
that time was bomber avietion. During Werld War IT end especially
during the Great Patrictic War, heavy bomber and front avistion
pericdically delivered strikes against deep enemy reserves in
strategic areas cr in TMCs in generzl. Such ocperaticas » however,
were not systemetlc sinee the main objactives of alr strikes re-
mained trocp groupings, the factical and cperational reserves of
the eneny.

Modern rccket-carrying and bember aviation with its high tacticsl
and technical characteristics is a powerful and »eliable meens of
. combating reserves in s theater of military cperaticns. Tts im-
portance is especially great in action against reserves during
- their regrouping and in delivering strikes against small targets ~-
nuclear weapons depots, fuel depots, headguarters, and others.
Rocket-carrying aviation has a very impcrtant edventage in com-
bating reserves in that it is able to destroy targets &t a distance
of several huandred kilometers, beyond the renge of the sative means
of enemy PVO.
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TMO under the most varied conditions. Nuclear-rocket weapons, which
are unaffected by weather conditions and practically invulnerable
to antirocket means, which have great speed and accuracy in destroying
area targels and which can be employed 1in mass, arc among the most '
reliable and important means in independent action agalinst reserves
in a TMO. In comparison with aviation, rocket weapons have a number
of advantages and are unguestionably the decisive means in this
action.

T

No matter how effective each type of action against reserves
may be, during a war there will usually be a combined use of avia-
tion strikes, rockets of various designations, and assault forces
and detachm=nts of various sizes. In land-sea theaters of military
operations, naval aviastion and submarines using conventional and
nuclear weapoens will also be effective in destroying strategic
reserves, especially those arriving from other TMOs by sea. Spe-
clal missions in combating reserves can be carried out by air and
naval landings, operations of separate detachments, and eother
means .,

‘e What 1is the objective of such action against strateglic reserves
’ and what results must be sought during its organization? No matter
how systematic and powerful the strikes, it is difficult to count
on complete annihilation of the reserves. Ovviously, the objective
will be achieved if the action seriously weakens the strategic re-
serves, preventing them 1'rom being used effectively and from having
any noticeable effect on the entire course of armed conflict in a
given theater. Another objective of action against reserves may bhe
to deprive the enemy of superiority in forces in a certain stra-
tegic area cr TMO.

The experience of World War 1I does not give a complete answer
to the question of how to amnnihilate or weaken strategic reserves.
A consideration of the potential of modern weapons leads one to
the conclusion that the annihilation of reserves can be acconp-
lished by strategic rocket strikes and independent air and sea
M operations.

The deep and dispersed disposition of strategic reserves in
mobilization areas and their considerable strength make it neces-
sary to deliver a series of simultaneous or successive nuclear
strikes. Strikes by rocket troops may be especlally effective
against large groupings of reserves in the depth of g TMO, when
they are being unloaded from ocean or large sea transports or
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of nuclear-rocket weapons is the conducting of continuous recon-
naissance and observation of the movements and concentrations of
strategle resperves.

It is sometimes expedient to conduct air operations, with
strategle aviatior in close coordination with tactical aviation,
Tor the destruction of strategic reserves in TMOs. The best results
can be achleved by delivering strikes against troop columns moving
toward the front line under their own power or on rallroad or sea
transports and by destroying stations and ports used for loading
and unloading. Strikes against airfields on which troops and
cargoes are being landed by transport avistion are also effective,

In a number cof cases aviation may be the only active means of
combating strategic reserves, capecially when the number of nuclear-
rocket weapons is limited or when their use would be Impractical.
Thus, in continental TMOs alr force operations to destroy reserves
will be a logical and integral part of the armed conflict.

From the experience of World War IT it is known that operations
on the enemy's sea lines of communication ineluded action against
strategic reserves, since, in addition to the sinking of transport
ships carrylng cargoes of a general character raw materials,
petroleum products, supplies, etc), ships carrying troops and com-
bat equipment were also sunk. TFor example, in only five months
(January-May) of 1943 259 ships having a total tonnage of nearly
1,550,000 tons were sunk by German submarines in Atlantic and Arctic
waters. Some of these ships were carrying troops.

Independent operations of naval forces or Joint operations of
the naval forces and strategic aviatiom to destroy ocean and sea
lines of communications will alsoc have a very important place in
the system of combating strategic reserves under modern conditions.
Action against ocean lines of communication is important for many
reasons. Of interest in a given situation is the destruction of
convoys of ships carrying trcops and armament near a given theater
of military operations cr unloading troops at ports on its territory.

Since many countries located on continental theaters of mili-
tary operations have ties with overseas territories and are to a
large extent dependent on shipments of both materiel and scye-
dineniya and chasti cf armed forces, action against these shipments,

particularly on approaches to principal ports of a given TMO, is
extremely important.




R N I e

CPYRGHF

Approved FiKbfRask #Rii0s /08¢ e RDPSTGB75RUDbIBODO0B,1 alrborne troops,

ind, 1n theaters bordered by seas, naval forces and means may take

part in Joint operations to destroy strategic reserves, These
operations can be conducted when the forces of front ob'yedineniya
and Tleets are not occupied with the execution of Independent and
more fmportant missions and, obviously, are not in the main theaters
= of military operations. Under these conditions, especially in re-
mote and isolated TMOs, Joint operations may be the natural and most
typlcal means of combating strategle reserves.

Also of importance may be special operations in ad jacent TMOs
or strategic arcas to divert the enemy's strategic reserves from the
main TMO or strategic area. The joint operation of troops of the
Southwestern F'ront and part of the forces of the Voronezh Front in
¥ the second half of December 1942 to destroy the Bighth Italian Army
B in the central course of the Don River is an example. The trust
of the main forces of the Southwestern Front was mede in a south-
westerly direction, toward Morozovsk, to meet the worsening situa-
tion and destroy German reserves which cculd have been used to
liberate the encireled grouplng on the Volga. During this operation
the German command threw four tank divisions and four infantry divi-
sions against the attacking troops of the Southwestern Front, divi-
sions which were intended to be used 4n the liberation of encircled
troops. The successful execution of this operation finally deprived
the German command of the opportunity to render aid to Paulus's
encircled grouping with a thrust from the west, weakened German
pressure on troops of the Stalingrad Front from the Kotel'nikov
side, and also created favorable conditions for further offensive
operations by Soviet troops in the Voroshilovgrad (Lugansk) and
Voronezh areas (The Second World War; 1939-1945, Military Publishing
House, 1958, 395 pp).

In the same way the thrust of the Seventh and Sixth guards tank
armies of the Second Ukrainian Front in January 1945 drew a number
of German divisions from the Gron River along the banks of the
Danube to Komarno. These divisions were to have developed an
attack on Budapest in an attempt to liberate an encircled groupling
there. Troops of the Third Ukrainian Front supported the thrust of
the tank armies.

In a modern nuclesr war the possibility of encireling large
operational groupings snd slowly ligquideting them is considered un-
likely but it can not be completely excluded. Other no less comp-
licated situations which might require the aid of armed forces
operating in adjacent TMOs or strategic areas are probable. Such
operations against strategic reserves must therefore be considered
possible under modern conditions.,
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¢ used less active means such as hampering maneuvers by de-
stroying crossings and road Junctions, creating zones of fire in
forested areas having a limited network of roads, creating wide
zones of radioactive contamination, diverting part of the reserve
forces, and dispersing their forces to combat various assault
forces, detachments, etc,

Approl/ed For %e%%g@JBOUMO@Q‘@M@RWGO%WWGQWH reserves there
may

It must be remembered that in modern conditions the main com-
mands of the warring sides will always try to have strong reserves
and regularly rebuild them in theaters of military operations.
Consequently, action against them will be of a constant nature and
wlll require systematic strikes or a series of operations for their
destruction.

From the ways of combating strategic reserves examined above,
it follows that they can take the form of various operations and
strikes of rocket troops and will be conducted, first, in the
system of strategic operations in a given TMO (including ocean
theaters), as an integral part, in the form of seperate strikes
' with nuclear-rocket weapons or special operations of air and naval
forces, etc.; secondly, in the system of armed conflict in several
TMOs in the form of strategic rocket strikes or separate individual
or Jjoint operations conducted upon the order of and under the direc-
tion of the supreme command, using strategic aviation, naval forces
and means, and sometimes strategic rocket troops. The direction
of such Joint operations may in certain cases be delegated by the
commander in chief to the branch which will have the decisive
forces and means in a given operation.

Modern means of warfare have raised the role of strategic
leadership still higher, not only as the main orgapizer of armed
struggle in general, but as the principal organizer of separate
operations fcor the destruction of enemy strategic reserves in TMOs.
The military high command has a decisive role in preparing, plan-
ning and ceonducting operstions to destroy these reserves. For
this purpose it will use primarily strategic aviation, but also
ground and naval forces and rocket means operating in a given
theater and strategic rockets. When this action is entrusted to
- the commend of front ob'yedineniya, forces at the front will be
- reinforced by the means of reserves of the strategic leadership,
nelghovoring fronts, and, sometimes, of naval fleets.
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weapons and delivery systems have broadened the scope of military
operations, made them extremely mobile and flexible, created new
means and forms of combat, and required the high military command
to glve greater attention to the development of armed struggle in
theaters of military operations. As a result, the role of large
strateglc reserves, which greatly influence the entire course of
armed struggle in general and in TMOs in particular, has increased.
Therefore combating strateglc reserves in a theater of military
operations is an indispensable element of a modern war.
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The comprehensive theoretical development of this problem will
considerably enrich military art.
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THEATERS OF MILITARY OPERATIONS

by Rear Admiral. V. ANDRLYEV

Developlng the principles for defining the concepts of cubdivision and
classification of theaters of military operations is not only of thecoretical .
interest but of great practical importance. 1In peacetime the probable
theaters of war are carefully studied in order to be able to use in one’s
own interests the military-political, military-economic, military-geographic,
and direcctly operational-strategic elements characteristic of this or that
theater. The timely preparation of theaters of military operations is of
tremendous importance for success in war. It includes carrying out a
wide range of measures t0 create the possibility of conducting operations
by combinations of types of armed forces in accordance with their needs
and special characteristics., The subdivision of theaters of military
operations involves the establishment of a definite legal regime under
which in time of war the military commend is granted rights and broad
authority in relation not only to those in the military service, but also
to the civilian population which lives in the theater area.

The "theater of military operations" as a concept has long been known.
But in various perlods its meaning has been far from the same. It has.
changed with changes in the condltions affecting it, with the appearance
of new factors requiring a completely different approach to the solubtion
of this problem.

The last definitions of the theater of military operations were given
in the post-war years. Particularly, in the second edition of the Great
Soviet Encyclopedia (1956) the theater of military operations (TMO) is
said to be that land or sea area predesignated for the conduct of military
operations. There are land, sea, and mixed TMO's. A war usually encompasses
several TMO's; durling its course certain of them may play a major, others
a secondary, role. In local wars the TMO's will often coincide with the
theater of war. Within the bounds of the TMO is included not only one's
own territory, but that of the cnemy as well; its boundaries may change in
the course of the war.

In other published materials, the theater of military operations is
defined as the land or sea arca within the limits of which armed forces
during war execute a single strategic mission. The boundaries of probablc
theaters of war, along the front and in depth, are established in considera-
tion of their political-economic and military-geographic conditions, and
also the possibilities of deploying the forces and materiel of one or morc
fronts (fleets).
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conducted mllitary operations between the armed forces of the warring
states. It includes: the territories of the warring states (including
CPYRGHIT colonies); their territorial and inland woters; the surface and depthis of
the open sea (ocean); and the air space over the land and the sea. Tt may
not include the territories or the inland or territorial waters of neutral
states, nor territorles neutrelized by international agreements. There
arc specilal rules for the open sea as a part of o theater of var, to the

cffect that combat operations must not wviolaote the freedom of neutral
shipning.

From a strategic point of view the theater of war is regarded as the
totality of the areas in which the armed forces of the varring states
(coalitionc) uninterruptedly and simultaneously execute major political
and strategic missions which determine +the outcome of the war or complete
one of its stages (campaigns). It usually includes several TMO's and only
in a few cases is limited to one of them. '

In the armed forces of the US the theater of war and the theater of
military operations are defined differently. According to their views,
the theater of war includes those regions of the land, sea and air space
vhich are directly encompassed by the war. The theater of military opera-
tions is the part of the theater of war which is necessary for the develop-
ment of the combat operations of troops and their material end technical
supply in accordance with the assigned mission. One or more theaters of
military operations constitute the theater of war.

A theater 1s usually divided into a zone of combat operations and a
zone of communications. The latter is sometimes called the administrative
zone. The zone of combat operations includes the regions of land, sea and
air space which are necessary for the conduct of combat operations of
troops and their materiel and technical supply. The zone of communications
includes the land, sea and air areas necessary for the rear supply of the
troops. Through this zone run lines of communication, on which are
located services of supply and evacustion and other agencies necesgsary

for the direct support and supply of the field troops operating in this
theater.

There exists also the so-called "zone of the interior", which includes
the national territority of the US » excluding the regions meking up the
theater of military operations.

The theater of war includes the "zone of the interior" (continental
U3), the “theater of military operations" on lend, and the so-called
"strategic zones" on the oceans.
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be carried out by a joint allied comnand, set up on the basls of o coalition
agreement, or by a Jjoint US command. In each theater of military operations
there is set up its high command, combining the military operations of

ell the armed forces deployed in the theater.

The strategic supreme commend of NATO in Europe embraces the territory
of four theaters of military operations: North European, Central European,
South European, and Mediterranean. The strategic high command of the
North Atlantic Bloc on the Atlantic Ocean includes the zones of the eastern
part of the Atlantic, the western part of the Atlantic, and the Tberian

zone of the Atlantic. Specielly set apart is the zone of the Inglish Channel
including the coastal waters of Great Britain.

The ocean zones essentielly are the same as theaters of military
operations on land, although at present tiaev are not called theaters.

Analyzing the above and many other definitions of theaters of mili-
tary operations, and also the conditions in which these definitions were
given, we come to the conclusion thet the most important factor constituting
the basis for the break-down of theaters of military operations or, in
other words, their classification, is the necessity and possibility of
accomplishing strategic missions in certain regions of “he earth. And this |
in turn is determined by the existence in these reglons of military-politicel
blecs and alliances, of military-economic targets of strategic importance,
of strategic groupings of armed forces, and also by geograplic conditions.

The importance of military-political blocs for the determination of
strategic missions, and consequently, for the subdivision and clessification
of TMO's consists in the fact that they form the basic hot beds of war
and to & certain degree predetermine the probable theaters of military
operations. Thus, the aggressive, imperialist bloc of Berlin-Rome-Tokyo,
put together on the eve of World War II, provided the basis for censidering
Europe and the Far East as the mein hot beds of war. And the war which
began completely confirmed this assumption. With the present disposition
Of military-political forces in the international arena, and grouping of
imperialist blocs, such hot beds are; Europe, the Atlantic, and North
America, where are deployed the states which are members of the aggressive
NATO bloc; South Asia (the Near and Middle East), within whose boundaries
are the countries malking up the CENTO bloc; Southeast Asia and Australia,
vwhere the SEATO bloc has been set up; and the Far East, within whose borders
has been put together a new bloc -- NEATO,

The role of military-economic objectives is determined by the impoxrt-
ance of economics in modern war, and accordingly, by the missions for the
seizing, destruction, or making ineffective the basic elements of the
military-economic potential of the enemy. Military-industrial plants,
arsenals, bases, and weapons and fuel depots are now the most important

17
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armed forces with modern instruments of war. From this point of view, the
various theaters of military operations play by no means identical roles.
And consequently therc will be essential differences in the strategic
misslons, the forces, and the materiel brought into action in the various
theaters, and in the ways in which they are used.

The nature of strategic missions, and with it the subdivision of the
theaters of military operations, is affected decisively by the composition.
and the situation of the groupings of armed forces of the probable enemy.
These ~roupings may consist of all kinds of armed forces or only some of
them; they may be in the immediate viecinity of the borders of the opposing
coalition, or at a great distance from them. To defeat them requires
various kinds of forces and ordanance, various methods of operation.

The gr.op.aphic factor plays a great part in determining the concept
and the classification of theaters of military operations. The natural
conditions of land and water areas (whether they are unified or broken
up; their relief, hydrography, soil, vegetation) substantially affect
what kind of armed forces are to be used, and the scope and methods of
their operwiions. Different natural conditions also bring in special
features in the preparation of armed forces for operations in certain
regions, and in materiel and technical supply. All this, of course, must
be taken into account in subdividing a T™O.

Military operations in the sea and ocean areas obviously will assume
great importance. This is because of the possibilities for fleets to use
nuclear weapons for the destruction of targets in the ocean and on land,
and alsc because of the increased importance for the imperialist states
of ocean communications for the supply of all the necessary strategic
groupings. Military operations on the oceans will undoubtedly be of strategic
importance. But strategic operations on the ocean inherently have their
own specific features, as compared with operations on land, and consequently
the ocean areas will be independent theaters of military operations.

A modern world war may encompass simultaneously several continents and
the oceans between them. From this follows naturally the concept of
an intercontinental theater of military operations.

The theater of a world nuclear-missile war would practically be the
whole earth. However, the nature of the military operations would be
different in various regions of the world. Military operations would not
assume strategic importance everywhere, and consequently, also, the
regions in which they were carried out would not always be considered of
a strategic nature -- "theaters of military operations."
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operations are:

-~ The necessity of accomplishing strategic missions 1n certain
reglons.

-- A certain integrated character of these regions, from a politico-
economic and geographlc point of view.

-- The possibility of using within the borders of these regions large
strategic forces and weapons and eguipment.

~- A certain independence of operations of armed forces in this
theater.

From the above, we think it appropriate to give the following defini-
tion of a "theater of military operations": it is an extensive land area
with its adjoining sea and air space, or an ocean area with its adjacent
shores, islands (archipelagoes) and air space, which in its operational
scope permits the concentration and deployment of strategic groupihgs of
forces and the carrying out by them of military operations in the accomplish-
ment of strategic missions for the attainment of the political gosls of
the war.

In the past, when land forces played the decisive role in war, theaters
of military operations were usually subdivided into strategic axes. We
remember that by this term was meant a wide strip of terrain within a certain _
theater of military operations leading up to the most important administrative
-political and industrial-economic centers of the enemy, the struggle for
which might be the basis of a strategic operation. The geographical con-
ditions of a strategic axis were usually such as to permit the coordinated
operatlions of several operational combinations of varicus kinds of armed
forces,

Under present-day conditions, with the decisive role of the Strategic
Rocket Troops, it is more correct, in our opinion, to regard theaters of
military operations as the totality of strategic regions and strategic
axes. :

A "strateglc region" is one in which there are objectives the defeat,
destruction, or capture of which may be the goal of a strategic mission.
Such objectives are groupings of the armed forces of the enemy, including
strategic nuclear armement, and formations of land, air, and air defense
troops in continental TMO's, and navel forces in ocean theaters, and also
military-eeonomlc and administrative-political regions and centers.
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Usually there ore objectives of various kinds and importance in one
et Reldase'2000/08/0$ & CIACRDP 8570087.5R060300090003 4e s of military operations
ore characterized by the presence of groupings of armed forces , important
industrial regions, and centers of land ond olr communications and truns-
port. Typlcoal for ocean theaters of military operations sre groupings of
naval forces, sea commnlcatlons, naval boases, and ports and other coastal
objectives.,

Theaters of military operations are unequal in thelr importance to
the coursc and outcone of o war: in some may be carried out basic, most
important strategic missions; in others - less important. Depending on
concrete conditions, that theater may become of primary importance in
which are concentrated the main forces of the opposing sides.

We should note the difference between theaters of military operations
in a vorld war and in local wars. In locel wars, as a rule, the theater
of military operations will coincide with the theater of war. Sometimes
the military operations will encompass only a part of the theater. 1In
this case "theater of military operations" may mean the same thing as
"strategic region". Hence, obviously, a special subdivision of theaters
of military operations is ilnappropriate in local wars,

With the inerease in range of effectiveness of the means of armed
conflict, there naturally follows an increase in the size of theaters of
military operations. An area which formerly was a theater, now, in many
cases, might be classified as a strategic reglon, a part of a TMO.

Also, the division into land and sea theaters no longer fits modern
conditions, since theaters encompass continents or parts of continents,
including inland seas and coastal weters, and also oceans with their
islands and shores. It is more correct to classify theaters as continental
and oceanic.

These are some of my thoughts on the substance of this question.
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HIGHER MILITARY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

by Maj Gen Tank Trps I. DEMCHUK

The content, forms, and methods of educational work in the Armed
Forces have many important distinguishing features. However, regardless
of the specific type of educational work in the Army and Navy, it achieves
1ts purpose only if it is based on the Marxist-Leninist doctrine concern-
ing the education of the new man, the builder of a Communist society,
the man with a new world outlook and morel sense.

The Communist views of life, society, and work, high ideological con-
victions, potriotism, modesty, honesty, self-discipline, respect for elders,
-~ all these are characterlstic features of Soviet people, including Soviet
soldicrs. The young men in our army are always educated in tLhe spirit of
personal responsibiltiy to the people for the performance of tasks concerned
with the defense of our country, based on the noble traditions of combat
glory of the Armed Forces.

Military educetion in higher military schools, where the studecnts
spend most of their time directly on study, should always be given special
attention. During the period of study at an academy, officers not only
acquire comprehensive knowledge in their military profession. They are also
educated to develop all the moral and fighting qualities which are essential
to a modern commander, political worker, or military engineer. The common
aim of training and education is achieved mainly by coordinatéd and cor-
related actions of the entire teaching staff. The forms and methods of
educational work may vary. They depend on the composition and gualifications
of the teaching staff, the composition of students, the level of their
previous education, their former position in the army, their age, character
traits, subject and specialty, amount of study subjects; the time devoted
to study in general and to particular subjects, the teaching facilities,
and many other factors. An instructor must know and consider all these
factors so that he may teach and educate correctly.

Of course, it is very important that all students should study ex-
cellently. However, it is necessary to carry out systematic educational
measures so that the students may develop the high moral and Tighting
qualities necessary for skillful commanders s educators, and excellent
orgauizers, It is essential that officers be equipped with a thorough know-
ledge of military affairs and combat equipment, the ability to analyze a
complex situation of modern combat, to make well-founded decisions ; 5O train
and educate their subordinates systematically and correctly, to organize
party-political work, etc.
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as well as shortcomings. Unfortunately, some instructors still fail to
give proper consideration to educational work with students; the instructors
have an indifferent attitude, saying that in the process of training every-
one will inevitably be educated and that this is completely sufficient.

However;, such opinions are incorrect. They are attempls to brush aside
an important and necessary matter. The organization of educational work
must be given special attention, and it is necessary to exchange experiences
in educational work conducted at higher educational institutions.

In order to form the quaelities requiced by officers in a successful
and purposeful manner, it is necessary to be thoroughly acquainted with
each student. Naturally, the best and surest wey to know people is to have
direct contact with them during the process of working and studying.

, Everyday activities and training situations, service duties, contacts with
students, and observations of their actions provide valuable material for
the study of people, a vhoughtful enalysis of facts, and the drawing of
pre~tical conclusions.

At the beginning of training, it is very important that the instructor
should have at least a general idea of the composition of students, and
during a prolonged period of working with them he should study each individuai,
have a beneficial, educational influence on him, and share his own service
experiences with him. Tuis requires a great deal of painstaking work and
skill, but one cannot do without it in & good orgenization of training
aud, especially, in correct educational work with officers.

In our opinion it should become a practice for professors and instructors
to study the personal files of students and the character reports on them
which are available after their temporary duty in line units and their
practical work in production, repalr, and other enterprises, as well as after
the period of camp training. In addition, it is very useful for an instructor
to obtain a detailed charscter sketch of each student from the chief of a
course.,

At the beginning of a study year, it is also expedient to hold special
meetins of chairs, during which the chiefs of faculties or chiefs of
5 courses may present reports containing a character description of students.
. This will enable the instructors to obtain more complete information about
- the students. It is a fact that when students g0 through their camp train-
ing or practical training in plents, troops, repair shops, or other facilities,
they may reveal many new qualities which were not immediately evident during
the attendance of classes in the academy. The above mentioned practice is
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.mogt of the ilnstructors may not be awore of many lmportant facts, which

should be token into account in the educational vork.

Problems of practical troining are glven much attention in an academy.
Troicing in line units and in industrisl enterprises 1s considercd a
very important part of the students' practical treining. When troiming
with the troops or in plants, l1.e., uader actuol working conditions, the
capabllities and potentials of our students are tested. Wide possibilities
of educational actlvity are open to the instructors who usually supervise
practical treining. Close contact is established between the students
and such instructors. The instructor becomes & true commander, educator,
teacher, and adviser of the students. After all, 1t is necessary to know
each student very well in order to carry out successfully the many
dutles of a supervisor of practical tralning as well as a commander and
educator.

Instructors who supervise training in line units derive much benefit
from close contacts with officers in podrazdeleniya where the students
ore being trained. In this way they have a chance to discuss the abilities
of each student in detail and to plan suitable, individual measures,
both in training and education. One student mey be entrusted with studies
of a technical nature, another one with a tectical subject; some should
be authorized to conduct political study groups or give political talks,
and others may carry out political education measures. In other words,

. an individuel plen of prectical training is prepared for each student, ¢

which enables the development or perfection of certain qualities cof
officers. By taking a deep interest in the work of students and by
observing them in practical work, an instructor mey revise cr supplement
the individual plens. It is important that the students be awsre of the
instructor's interest in them. Similar measures should be carried cut
for students who are taking practical training in industrial enterprises,
repair shops, or elsewhere., Before the students leave for temporary duty
in line units or other practical training, the training supervisors or
instructors should consult with chiefs of courses, party organizations,
and instructors of other disciplines, on all these problems.,

Io carry out educational work it is expedient to make exteusive use

. of the periods during which students work on their course prejects or

diploma dissertations. According to experience, the academic super-
visors of projects and diploma dissertations have more opportunity than
under other training conditions to establish close contacts with the
students in their care. This can be achieved by meeting regularly with
the students to discuss the work they are doing. A skillful educator will
immediately be able to dispose any student in his favor. That alone is

. half of the success. Knowing a student, one can have a beneficial influence

on the development of his talents for scientific research and for bold,

23
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dependence, sclf-discipline, and an honest attitude toward his tasks.

PYRGHT Much attention 1s given to the participation of students in

sclentific research work. Military science societies of students
operate in the ocademies. Scientific-technical and mllitary science
conferences are held annually. Many students study In sclentific groups
of a chair where they choose their own study subjects. We belileve that
meny educational measures could be successfully carried out in this
connection.

Students’® reports are discussed at scientific-technlcal conferences
of the academy and in different sections. Hundreds of students take
part in these discussions; some of their works are published in collected
works of academies. This has & very instructive and educational effect
on the students.,

Academic supervisors of groups in military science gocieties educate
the students to show a lively interest in the solution of complex technical
problems and to display a high sense of respongibility for their tasks.

By sharing their rich experience, the supervisors impart to the students

. technical efficiency, a sense of curiosity, and persistence in their

e work. Naturally, everything is not achieved easily and immediately.

e In their creative research activities, the group members sometimes ex-
perience disappointments. However, persistent work brings the instructors
and students closer together and has a good effect on the training and
cducation of the latter.

To meke educational work successful, it is not enough to have an

instructor meet his students only during classes and examinations.

It is very lmportant for an instructor to be in contact with his
students outside the regular hours, and there is ample opportunity for
such contacts. We believe it would be useful to visit the formitory
ond hotel of the students. However, it is important that each such visit
by an instructor should have a definite purpose. Collective attendances
of theaters, museums, recreational programs, and lectures by students
and instructors would be of great educationsl benefit. Such contacts,
_however, should not be formal and be turned into burdensome supervision.
They must be sincere and friendly.

We belleve it would be useful if instructors would toke an interest
in the system of educetional work in the case of students transferred
to senior courses who are to be instructed by them, 1.e., to study the
methods previously used with such students, the positive results achieved,
any shortcomings which have remained, and steps to be taken for a success-
ful continuation of military education. It would be very good if

2k
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contacts with party and Komsomol organizations of training departments
would help the instructors in their work.

In our opinion, training departments should become the true centers
of educational work. Here it is easier for people to esteblish contacts,
and thelr sense of unity, mutual assistaence, and friendly interest hecome
more evident. In a small group it is easier to watch the degree of
success, the ideological development, and the self-discipline of

each student, and to give prompt assistance to anyone who 1ls lagging be-
hing the others. : '

The chiefs of courses should maintain close contacts with all the
instructors teaching the students under their supervision, and should
carry out both training and educational work in close coordination with
such instructors. They all supplement one another; if one person is
uneble to solve a problem; another one might be able tc do so, and much
can be done by joint efforts.

The chiefs of courses should maintain close contacts with all the
instructors teaching the students under their supervision, and should
carry out both training and educational work in close coordination with
such instructors. They all supplement one another; if one person is
unable to solve a problem, another one might be able to do 80, and much
can be done by joint efforts. '

. Party and Komsomol organlzations, which study each party member,
give assistance to instructors and chiefs of courses. It is very useful
to demonstrate to the students, as future commenders and educators, the
forms and metheds of educaticnal work being used by instructors and chiefs
of courses. It would be a misteke to make some kind of a secret out of
courses. It would be a mistake to make some kind of a secret out of these
methods. On the contrary, it would be useful to exchange opinions with
the students on this subject. The students would express many interesting
and useful thoughts in this matter.

It is quite logical to demand that at the end cf a semester or
study year each instructor should not only determine how the studentes

.| have assimilated certain subjects of a ccurse, but should also evaluate

the results of educational measures used in the process of training and
note any shortcomings. In grading the students, it would be correct to
.take into account the opinions of the whole teaching staff. At meetings
of chairs, it would be proper to discuss not only methods of conducting
classes, but also educational aims and methods of achieving them.
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. will be better prepared and will be cquipped with all necessary qualities.
Unfortunately, this deoes not always happen in practice. Some students
acquire the required amount of knowledge during the period of training

at an academy; however, they do not become skillful chiefs s organizers,

and educators. That means not cverything was done for these officers during
HTtheir training period in the academy. Apparently we are satisfied that

the officers have successfully assimilated the training program, but we
sometimes overlook certain important aspects of education and permit some
deviations from the principle of unity of training and education.

Education is an extremely delicate matter. It requires the sensibility

of a psychologist, training expert, educator, and exemplary officer,

endowed with the necessary command gualities. That is what every instructor
should be.

It is known that the moral code for builders of Communism is a
collection of important morel principles, expressing the nobility,
humaneness, and sense of justice inherent in the society being created
by Soviet people. The teaching staff of an academy, during the process
of training, carries out a great amount of work aimed at educating such
qualities as devotion to the fatherland, higzh ideological convictions,
love for the military profession, self-discipline, truthfulness, and
honesty. As shown by experience, every kind of study at an academy is able
to draw the students' attention to many important questions which may
in some way further their education., The forms and methods of educational
vwork may be developed by each instructor. One sometimes hears the opinion
that all educational measures should be carried out only through the
chairs of social sciences, party and Komsomol organizations, clubs, or .
ogitators' groups (organization of various programs s lectures, talks, meetings
of students with veterans of the revolution and of the Civil and Great
Patriotic wars, attendance of museums, and many other even.ts)a Un-
doubtedly, such measures are necessary and have great educational
significance. However, this cannot and should not relieve the instructors
from carrying out educational work on a regular, individual basis
during the process of training students.

In educational work, it is extremely important that all generals
and officers be very exacting and that the actions of all persons
participating in the solution of educational problems be coordinated.

. Officers and generals must be equally demanding toward themselves and
toward their subordinates, especially in matters of discipline,
regardless of their position and military or academic ranks.

In addition to being excellent teachers, many instructors are success-
ful in having their students fulfill the requirements of military regulations
strictly and accurately. These instructors are experts in methods of
education, they know their subjects, and they skillfully combine the gqualities

of a commender, teacher, and educator. The students love and respect them.

26
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Internal order, and precise work of all sections, chairs, libraries, .

and other numerous services, also serve as an educational example for

the students.’ In such an environment they develop accuracy and precision,
l.e., qualities which are essential for an excellent pecrformance of
dutles with the troops.

Under conditions including the use of rockets and nuclear weapons,
commanders and chiefs will be required to make indeperdent and bold
decisions, at extremely short notice, since indecision, delayed reactions,
or inability to meke a prompt evaluation of the entire operational and
tactical situation and to meke the right decislon may result in the fact
that the enemy will forestell us and the troops will be placed in an
« extremely difficult situation. Consequently, academy students must
constantly develop their will pover, independernce, the ability to act
promptly, and meny other qualities. People may say that this is the job
of tacticlans, since the training classes conducted by them requires =
tactical situation, in which the students learn to meke decisions, give
orders and instructions for troop operations, etc. All that is correct.
During this type of training the above-mentioned qualities are constantly
being developed by the students.

However, hov should one proceed during classes on mathematics,
physics, chemistry, electrical engineering, foreign languages, and
many other subjects taught at an academy? One cannot create any kind of
& tactical situation in such classes. Does that mean that the chairs of
such disciplines should restriet themselves to the instruction of their .
subjects, without taking part in the education of students? The prinecipal
task of the chairs of physics, chemistry, and other general educational
disciplines is to give the students excellent instruction in their particular
subjects. However, in addition to this, all instructors, regardless of
which chair they belong to, csn and should always strive to develop
certaln officers’ qualities in their students, especially the ability to
think quickly, to make calculations independently and promptly, to
solve problems by the shortest and most expedient way, and to formulate
laws, theorems, end theses clearly and precisely. For example, in the _
instruction of a foreign language one should strive not onty for a cerrect,
grammatical translation, but also for speed of translation, ability to
compose sentences, give concise answers, formulate rules clearly, etc.
In any subject one may require the students to give brief; comprehensive,
and clear answers. It is the task of all instructors +to insist that the
students should express their thoughts clearly and concisely, as would
be appropriate for a commander in the performance of his duties. Many
training subjects make it possible for the students +o develop a "command
language . "

Mar Su. R, Ya. MALINOVSKIY, minister of Defense USSR, repeatedly
referred in his orders to the low level of officers’ "graphic training"
and their inability to prepare a map Of combat operations. During
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diagroms, charts, maps, tables, and other recoids accurately and
clearly, as this will help the students to acquire a staff officer's
efficiency in this type of work.

Special emphasis should be placed on the effect of personal contact
between instructors and students. It is no secret that there are favorite
teachers in almost all schools. These persons do not curry favor with their
students; they are just ond exacting. They are admired for the very
reason that they oare a model of humenity. Students usually come to such
lnstructors with any urgent questions and speak their mind frankly. The
contact between instructors and students on a healthy ideological
foundation is always useful from an educational standpoint. Unfortunately,
there arc some instructors who are dry "formalists" and who talk to their
students of nothing but the subject they are teaching. Students ordinarily
do not approach such instructors and do not share their own thoughts and
difficulties with them.

To a certain extent each person chooses his own way to acquire complete
mastery of a subject. Some find it easy to study, others have more
difficulty; one person is able to demonstrate his knowledge clearly and
distinetly, while another one may be less successful in this respect. The
existing forms of checking students cnable instructors to obitain a definite
impression of each one, although it will obviously not be & deep knowledge
of an individual. It is no secret that an instructor is sometimes very
much surprised by a poor answer from an excellent student, and that he
does not always believe in the fact that o poor student could give an
excellent answer or be successful in a standard test. This happens when-
ever a teacher has not studied his students sufficiently and has not
devoted enough time to their education. As a result, he is unable to
notice certain positive changes in his students as soon as they occur,
as well as any negative traits or habits which an otherwise excellent

student may acquire. Only e person who is thoroughly familiar with each
student has the moral right to give proper encouragement and assistance
to some and to rebuke others at the right time,

In some cases, outstanding students have been treated too indulgently;
the title "outstanding student" sometimes becomes a shield which is not
alvays used correctly either by the instructor or by the student. It is
krown that it is sometimes very hard for a student to be considered
"outstanding" if he has previously been included in a category of less
successful students. By the same token, an instructor is rather wiwilling
to glve a pocr grade to a student considered "outstending," even though

he may deserve it. This is psychologically a delicate problem, which
should be given some thought.
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also con ing serious educational work with instructors. We would
like to make a few comments on educational work connected with lectures,
seminars, laboratory training, and other forms of study.

Lecture courses in an academy are the principal forms of the train-

 ing wnd educational process and are given great importance.

Lvery lecture, regardless of its subject, should first of al?, give
students thorough knowledge, and also educate them to acquire ideological
convictions, party spirit, pride in the great achievements and progress
in all spheres of life of our homeland. For example, lectures on the
use of the latest, improved automatic systems in combat equipment include
references to our party policy in matters of technical progress, the
growth of our industry, and the enormous achievements in the development
of technology as a result of economic competition with the capitalist
system. This glves the students a feeling of pride in the achievements
of our homelond, army, and of all Soviet people, and inspires them with
4 sense of patriotism and love for their profession. In delivering a lecture
oi1 the subject "Repair of tank parts by the method of galvanizing, welding,
and soldering”, the same aim is pursued in giving a convineing description
of the achievements of leading enterprises and illustrating the technical .
and economic analysis of the work of enterprises.

One should also meke use of lectures to give the officers a goed
cultural education. In the course of a lecture, an instructor may
have the opportunity to quote works of art, recommend the reading of
books, the holding of discussions, or attendance of museums and ex-
hibitions. A lecturer inspires his students by a lively presentation
of his subject, teaches them to think logically, and explains the

. methods and tasks of science. Therefore, naturally enough, the chaiis

are interested both in the cognitive and in the educational aspects of
a lecture.

Seminars are very conducive to the education of students. If the
instructor conducts them in the form of a creative discussion, stimlates
the audience to feel interested, and inspires it to a deep and serious
discussion of the most urgent and complex problems of the subject undexr
consideration, he will not only achieve a thorough study of traiuing
matters, but will at the same time educate the students to demonstirate
adhercnce to principles, and ability tc defend correct opinions, to
understand a subject, and to interpret events in the proper way. Uu-

. Tortunately, some instructors miss these opportunities; they conduct

semlinars in an uninteresting manner, as a result of which the material
contained in a lecture is merely repeated in a formal wvay. How can one
expect any activity, creative boldness, or wide exchange of opinions in
such classes! Here everything is strictly subordinated to the study plan
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teach students to think dialectically, to give a loglcal presentution
of their knowledge, and to be able to defend thelr views.
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PYRGHT Or, let us consider laboratory studies which constitute a large
part of the training according to study plans. These too are an ex-
tremely suitable form of work for the purpose of achieving many
cducational goals. However, not anlways and not everywhere are they con-
Qucted as they should be. Many laboratory classes are organized in
accordance with training manuals, which give a precise description of
the order, sequence, technical equipment, and many other conditions for
cach work session. In carrying out laboratory work the students are

. obliged to adhere strictly to these conditions and have no right to deviate
even slightly from the recommendations given by the chairs. Such precision
is necessary in many cases. However, it is not always justified. Some-
times 1t only hinders initiative and the striving for independent and
creative work. The students are often deprived of a possibility to do
some exhaustive experimenting and to reach some interesting conclusions 3
since they are not allowed to go beyond the limits of a training text-
book.

It is also important that laboratory studies should be conducted
with equipment which is perfect and faultless from the standpoint of
operating efficiency and cleanness. Everything in a laborstory must be
attractive and well equipped. A high level of technical culture at any

. Place of work has a beneficial influence on the students and develops
their aesthetic feeling.

We would like to call attention to consultations, both general
and individual, as a very important form of training snd educational
vork. We are sorry to say that this form of study is not sufficiently
. popular. However, in the course of such meetings between instructors
and students many educational problems could be solved very successfully.
Unfortunately, these possibilities have not been sufficiently exploited.

Just a few comments on the practical treining of students.
Students will encounter this form of training on the very first day
they are assigned to the troops, where they are to function not in

- the role of students, but in that of commanders.

Bach practical training job of students is a true school for the )
perfection of methods and organization. No compromises or simplifications
can or should be permitted during training. Students must be taught
whatever will be required in a modern war. Above all, it is importent
to help students acquire the qualities of a commander, political worker,
and military engineer, which are essential in modern combat. Problems
of organizing technical support of combat operations are the most important
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-any measures ensuring the reliable operation of equipmend.

wever, 1t is not enough
ogy of fileld repairs

or the theory of operation and evacuation of eguipment under combat
conditions. It is important for students to develop the ability to
restore damaged equipment and put it back into operation in different
combat situations and in a minimum amount of time, to find the most
efficient methods of evacuating equipment, and to carry out promptly
Students
develop such ablilities not only as a result of excellent training on the
part of instructors, but also as a result of systematic education in
carrying out all types of training.

In this type of training, as in many others, students are always
educated to acquire e feeling for whatever is new and are trained in
the skill to apply theoretical knowledge constructively in solving
practical problems.

In this connection, it is very instructive for students who receisc
training in maintenance work to assist a plant in matters of mechanization
and automation of the technological process in repeiring combat equip-
ment. It 1s also very useful to conduct practical training in the
field, since it helps to develop accuracy and coordination of personnel
in carrying out various command and engineering or technical duties during
nighttime, under the "effect" of weapons of mass destruction. Such
training helps the students to develop initiative and independent
thinking.

We believe it is expedient to establish definite educational
goals, in addition to training goals, whenever preparing for a training
session. An experienced instructor has a clear idea of the qualities
and skills which may be taught or improved during z treining session
with students, how to accomplish this, and what kind of individual worlk
i1s to be carried out. All this is given careful, preliminery con-
sideration by the instructor.

In conducting a course for party-political werk, one should arrange
meetings between students and political workers, as well as leaders of
party and Komsomol organizations from the troops. Such meetings will
greatly benefit the students, especially if they are held before the
students are assigned to practical training in line units.

The study programs for courses on party-political work in command
and enginecring academies specify only lectures and seminars. In our
opinion, these programs should be revised to include the independent
conduct by students of any measures which would develop their
skill in party-political work (talks, preparation of notes for lectures
and reports, public spealing to personnel of the training unit of the
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T Lroop uni Sometimes the chalrs of Marxism-Leninism of academies
vrepare assignments for students who are leaving for training in line
wnits. Tu some cases, it would be useful to prepore individucl assign-
ments. During thelr training in line units, the students keep a diary
and prepare reports on the work performed by them. The material of
these reports is very interesting, lively, and has a fresh approach.

It contalns observations, opinlons, and suggestions of students; however,
all this has not yet been sufficlently used in working with them.

A very useful educational measure is the conduct of a reviewing
seminar or conference with students returning from training in line.
units, for the purpose of discussing the accumulated experience in party-
political work.

However, all of the training and educational work with students
must be aimed at the military education of personnels. Successful
military education is one of the decisive conditions for the further
inerease of combat power of the USSR Armed TForces.

According to Mar SU R. Ya. MALINOVSKIY, "the education of leaders
and of educators 1s the principal element of educational work and a
guarantee of its success." It is important to have a firm hold of this
element in order to Improve all. the remeilning sectors of educational
work in our acedemies.
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Ly Ary Gen Leontin SATAJAN,
. Minister of Armed Iorces of
CPYRGHT the Rumanian People's Republic

This year the Rumanian people, closely united around their tested
leader -- the Rumanian Workers Party -- triumphantly celebrated the
Z0th anniversary of their country's liberation from the fascist yole.

The workers' class, the collectivized pegsants , the Intelligentsia,
and all Rumanian people marked this anniversary with a sense of justi-
fied, patriotic pride in the grandiose transformations which have taken
place during this period in the political, economic, and social struc—
ture of the country. '

Among the notable achievements and the far-reaching changes of this
period, the development of the Runanian Armed Forces oceupics an impor-
tant position.

I.

The Rumanian people, who took ‘their fate into their oun hands and
vho have a tested, steadfast, and far-sighted leader in the Rumanian
Vorkers Party, a loyel adherent of Marxist-Leninist teachings, redically
changed the appearance of the country and the workers' living conditions
during the two decades which have elapsed since the liberation of
Rumania.

In his speech at the formal session of the Grand National Asgenbiy
devoted to the 20th anniversary of the liberation, Gheorghe Gheorghiu-
Dej stated: "The greatest achievement of workers is the complete vicltory
of socialism in cities and rural areas. The exploiting classes have
been liquidated, and the exploitation and oppression of man have becn
abolished forever."

The free, independent, socialis+t Rumenia is now a country which
cdvances steadfastly along the path of progress; it has a complex econony
ond a thriving culture, completely devoted to satisfying the growing
material and cultural needs of workers.

The economic activity of our country is noted for the high speed
of industrial development, as industry has become the leading branch
of national economy during the years of the people's government. Dur-
ing the pericd 1950-1963 » the average yearly rate of growih of Bross
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increased even more, reaching 15 percent. This was more than the aver-
oge yeoarly rate provided by the 6-Year Plan. A o result, the present
volume of industrial production is 8 times greater than in 1938.

Tree from capitalist bondage, the Rumanian people, who are now the
mosters of their country's resources, have selfliessly and wholeheartedly
corried out the sound policies of socialist industrialization pursued

Ly ‘the Rumanian Workers Party; they have created new, rapidly develop-
ing branches of industry, and modern industrial combines, plants, and
lactories equipped with the most modern machinery, and have built large
clectric pover stations, new mines, and oil wells.

During the past 20 years, far-reaching social-economic changes
have also token place. in agriculture. As a result of the policy ol
intensive and diversified development of agriculture, which has been
carvied out consistently by our party, the completely collectivized
egriculture of our country supplies foed Tor +the population, agricul-
tural raw materials for industry, and at the same time produces a sur-
plus Tor export.

As a result of the development of national econony and the continu-
ous growth of the national ircome, the living standard of the people
improved, which is the basic aim of our party's policies. The real
wages are nov twice as high os in 1950. By implementing a number of
measures planned by the June 1964 decision of the Central Committee of
the Rumenian Workers Party and the Council of Ministers of the Rumanian
Pecople's Republic, the income o. workers and employees will increase
Ly 6.8 billion lei per year.  Decause of the constunt concern of the
varty oand govermment Lor the improvement of worlers' housing conditions,
more than 160,000 apartments vere built during 1960-1963 with state
funds. Educatlon, art, ond science are constantly developlng and the
people's government has created the best possible conditions Tor such
a development.

Our heroic working class, which is the decisive, public force
cffecting all great changes in the life of a people, together with the
industrious, collectivized peasants, the intelligentsia, and the workers
of all nationalities who have Joined topgether in the struggle for the
development of our country, -- they all morch shoulder o shoulder, under
the tested lecdership of the party, toward the completion of buldding
o socialist socicty and the gradual changeover to ‘the building of
Cormmunism.

The success achieved by our country in all spheres of socialist
building is the result of creative activity, efforts, and selfless labor
of' the Rumonian people, as well as the utilization of all internal
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wnel the best possible utilication of ibs natural resources. Theoe
resulto cre duseparable Lrom the consistout loplementotion ol the
Bumondon Woikers Pavty poldley off socinlint Industrialization, wviceh is
bhe only vay to guniantee o hormonious, plamed, progressive, and
. speady development of the whiole national ceonony, 4 further incrouse
m”fCP\¢Qka' in general. labor productivity, an intensive ond complex development of
: agriculture, ond a systemotic improvement of the Living stoandaid. AL
the same time, the cooperation with the USSR and other sociolist coumi-
tries is of great imporbance for the development of' the Rumanion
People's Republic. The Rumanian Workers Party and the goveinment of
the Rumanian People's Republic highly value this cooperotion. Within
the system af CEMA and the friendly economic cooperation emong nll
sociallst countries, and on the basis off the principles of independence
and national sovereignty, equality of vights, mutual benefit, friendly
mutual assistonce, noninterference in inteinal affairs, respect of
territorial integrity, and socilalist internationalism, these relations
are an important contribution to the achievements of socialist coun-
tries.,

In corrying out the grandiose tack of completing the building of
L goclolism in our country, the Rumonian people have contributed by thedin
i cchievements to the strengthening of the world socialist system and

£ have alfirmed the superiority of socialism over capitalism.

a Inspired by the progress of the past 20 years and by the realiva-
X tion that the nev system in our country is o hisborical achievement

: of the Rumanian people ond a fruit of their creative labor, the person-
nel of the Rumoninn Armed Forces has spared no efforts in striving for
a continuous strengthening of defense capabilities of our socialist

o country.

Continuing the heroic traditions of ‘the Rumanisan people, which
have developed during centuries of struggle for national and social
liberation, the Army of Rumanian People's Republic keeps watch over the
vevolutlonary achievements of the people and protects their independence,
. sovereignty, sccurity, and peace.

The Rumanion Worlkers Party is steadfastly guided by the Marxist-

: Teninist teaching concerning the defense of our socialist country and

- has studied the practical experience of the CPSU which Torged the firvat
) socilalist army in the world. In learning from this experience to bene-
L it its own activities and taking into account the specilic conditions
of our country, the Rumanian Workers Party has created a new army dur-
ing the years of people's government. This army has close ties with the
people whose intercsts it serves.
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5 their sociolist, deeply popular choracter. The soldicrs and officers
0x" bhe Rumenian People's Ammy arve sons of workers in cities and rurnl
orens ., They have no other interests than thoge of the people. This
PYRGHT sbrengthens the unity of the amy ranks ond its close ties with the
ioitiing people. Servicemen enjoy all political and civil. rights. They
noy vote ond may be clected to leading oxgons of the stote, and they
toke an ceblve pavt in the political life of the country, and in pub-
lic and cultural-cducational undertaliings. The monolithic unity of all
people cround the party and the government, and the selfless devotion
shown by workers in cities and rural alreas in Implementing the policies
ol the party and govermment, are clearly reflecled in the sinpgleminded
Geterminotion of' the whole persomnel of the Armed Forces and in their
enthusiostic, resolute perxTormance of tasks assigned to the Army by
the party ond governmment for the purpose of improving its combat capa-
city.

The personnel of our Armed Forces is educated in the spirit of
ardent devotion to thier socialist fatherlond and the cause of the work-
ing people, and of boundless loyalty to the Rumanian Workers Party,
vhich is the tested leader of the people » as well as the State Council
end the government of the Rumanian People's Republic.

Seliless devotion to the party and the national democratic systen,
close tics between the army and the people, high political conscious-
ness of servicemen, and thelr firm discipline and responsibility for
strengtuening the defense capability of the socialist fotherland, --
nll this is a gucrantee of the fact that our Armed Forces ave honorably
perfoiming the noble mission entrusted to them.

The personnel of the Rumanian People's Army is educated in the
spirit of proletorion internationalism, friendship , and solidarity with
Troternal peoples of socialist countries, and with workers of the whole
world. Based on the unity of countries of the world socialist systen,
vhlch is rooted in on equal state system, in the common interests of
defense end development of revolutionary achievements of our peoples,
in o singleness of puipose inherent in the building of socialism and
cormunism, and in o common ddeology of Morxism-Leninism, Rumanian
soldiers and off'icers have feelings of warm Triendship for the military
personncl of other {raternal socialist armies.

Our People's Ammy is surrounded by the love of the party, the gov-
cirmment, and all the people, who have created the necessary conditions
for constantly Improving the training of cadres and the combat capabil-
ity ol troops, and who have provided for the cquipment of the army in
dccordance with requirements of modern military science and technology .

L
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) ol soycdineniya and chasti, in improving thelr combat capabllity,
. strengthening one-man command, military order ond digcipline, ond increo-
sing the political consciousness of military personnel. The moin pur-
pose of the work of party and youth orgonizations in the orny 1ls Lo sce
- that the personnel understends and carries out the policies of the
Rumanian Workers Party. These organiuabions concentrate their atbention
on developing the sociolist consciousness of pevsonnel and on the foima,.-
tion of high moral and fighting qualities.

At present more than 76 percent of officers of our army oare party
members and candidotes, and more than 90 percent of the whole personnel
of the ammy are members of the party or the Union of Working Youth.
This shows itself ln the high degree of socialisl consciousness of 801~
diers and officers of our Armed Forces 5 they perfoirm the tasks assigned
to the army by the party and government selflessly and enthusiastically.

Party organs and organizations are becoming increasingly competent
in solving the tasks assigned to them and in mobilizing the personncl
oi' ‘the Armed Forces to carry out the plan for combat and political
training in all details and on an inereesingly higher level.

On the basis of experience accumulated by our party in the organi-
ization and conduct of political work, Party organs and organizations
of the army have improved their methods and forms of work [rom year to
yeer, mainly by inviting the participation of large groups in the pre-
paration and implementation of various measures.

Based on recent experience, and by decision of the Political Burcau
of the Party Central Committee, the Combine-Arms Academy and the offi-
cer training schools have organized porty committees instead of politi-
cal sections since 1959. By a consistent use of the colleckive princi-
Ple and a simultaneous reduction in the party apparatus, poxrty commit-
tees have achieved much better resullts in their work s thereby proving
the correctness of such measures in practice.

] The collective leadership principle has bhecome the basic principle
in the work of all party organs 1n the army as & result of the organiza-
tilon of the Main Political Council of Armed Forces, political councils

: ol armies, and commonds of arms and soyedineniya, and appointed party
organs, i.e. rvegimental party commithees. These organs, while strictly
observing and strengthening one-man command, bear a collective respon-
s5ibility for the subject matber and effectiveness of all political worlk,
cnd they promote o constant inerease in the role of Lhe party as the
political leader in all types of activities of the army.
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A Tact of extrome importonce in the formobion of the Rumanian
People's Army was the partieipation of the Rumanian Army on 23 August
191 in an armed uprising, which was initiated, organized y and led by
the Communist Party of Rumania, and also the army's participation in
_HT'the Just var againgt Hitler Germany. During this war the army fought

valiantly, together with the Soviet Army, for the liberation of Rumania
from German fascist occupation; 1t later fought Lattles on the teryi-
tories of Hungary and Czechoslovakia until such time as fasclst Germany
was defeated.

Since the date of its foundation, the Communist Party of Rumania
consistently strove to win over large numbers of soldiers and officers
to the side of the revolutionary Tforces » in the interests of the
defense of independence aond national sovereignty of the country.

During the years of military fascigt dictatorship, when the most
reactionary circles of the bourgeoisie ond the landowners plunged the
country into war on the side of Hitler Germany, the Communist Party of
Rumania was the only political Force advocating the protection of
national interests, the withdraval of Rumania Trom this war and its
entry into the antifascist coalition, in wvhich the Soviet Union was
‘the decisive Torce.

After a thorough analysis of the internal and international,
political and military situations » the principal cadres of the .Commn-
ist Party of Rumania, under the leadership of Gheorge Gheorghiu~Dej,
began to develop a plan in the summer of 1943 for the overthrow of the
military fascist dictatorship end for the national Liberation of
Rumania.

To implement this plan measures were taken +to strengthen the party,
and to achieve a unity of action of the working class by creatinga sin-
gle workers' front, vhich was the backbone supporting all the political
forces willing to fight for the liberation of the counbry.

The Communist Party of Rumenia, a fearless fighter for the vital
interests of the people, who demanded the unification of all anti-Hitler
forces for the purpose of deposing the military fascist dictatorship,
gave proof of its ability to cope with complex conditions in the crisis
of the fascist regimc. . Our party was skillful and extremely flexible
in malking use of all the opportunities Presented by this crisis, includ-
ing various splits between ruling classes, confldcts between Antonescu
ond the "historical" paxrties, and between the regime of fascist dictat-
orship and the monarchy .
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consists in the fact that 1t united, around a common platiorm, all
political groups and cireles » which for some reason or obher advocated
the withdrawal of Rumanle from the anti-Soviet war and the turning of
vcapons against Hitler Germany.

One of the most important measures of the perty din preparing the
revolt was the Increased activity of armed groups and the increase of
persomnel in patriotic combat detachments. The latter consisted mainly
of’ workers who were experienced in class and antifascist struggle. OF
particular importance was the wok done by the party in the army in con-
nection with preparations to overthrow the fascist regime and to fight
agadinst Nazi forces; this included the winning over of patriotically
ninded generals and senior officers to the side of the anti-itler
forces.

Our party made skillful use of favorable conditions created by
nilitary successes of the anti-Hitler coalition, mainly by the bril-
liant victories of the Soviet Army .

In accordance with a plan prepared by the Communist Party, the
roscist leaders were arrested on 23 August 1944, A new govermment
vas formed the same night, and a proclamation was broadcast at 2200
hours, announcing the liquidation of the military fascist dictatorship,
the withdrawal of the country from the war on Hitler's side, and the
changeover to an armed struggle on the side of the anti-Hitler coali-
tion for the purpose of driving out the fascist occupation forces.

In Bucharest, patriotic combat detaclments and Rumanian military
units had surrounded CGerman nilitary installations by midnight of 23
August, and had begun to dismantle them and to disarm Nazi soldiers
and officers. At 2300 hours of August 1944, the General Staff sent on
operational directive to the troops and command officers of *the
Rumanian Army on Rumanian soil, ordering them to begin military opera-
tions ageinst German units and to regroup our troops for the operation
in Transylvania, (Archives of the Minisiry of Armed Forces » General
Staff, Document No 738/1, Chapter 2, pages 60-63.)

Almost simultaneously with the beginning of the Tight in Bucharest
operations aimed at wiping out the Cerman Ffascish troops started in all
parts of the country. By the end of August 194}, patriotic combat
detachments and Rumanian military units cleared the city of Bucharest
and its surroundings of Nazi units, and defeated the German troops in
central, southern, southeastern, and soubhwestern regions of Rumania,
lee., in Dobruja, Muntenia, Oltenia, Banat, and ‘the southern part of
Transylvania,.

b
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ilan military units captured 56,000 German soldiers and officers and 1k
generals, including generals Hansen (chief of the German Mission in
Rumania for Ground Troops) end Gerstenberg (chief of the German Milsslon
in Rumenis for Air Force). About 5,000 Germans were kille¢ in bathle.
Thus, more than six German divisions with a large quantity of arms and

combat equipment were withdrawn from combat or captured by the insurgent
forces,

The victorious armed revolt in August 194k, the withdrewal of
Rumania from the war against the Soviet Union, and its Jjoining of the
anti-Hitler coaliltion dealt a heavy blow against Nazl Germany. These
events contributed to the collapse of the German front in the Balkans
and facilitated the rapid advance o the Soviet Army at great depth to
the borders between Rumanile, Bulgaria, and Yugoslavia, and the approach
of the Soviet Army to the border between Rumanis and Hungary. The lat-
ter had been protected by Rumanian troops since the first days of the
uprising, thus preventing the Denetration of German troops. The Rumen-
ian people participated with all theixr human and economic resources in
the war against fascist Germany until 1t was completely defeated.

At the time of the successful armed revolt, the Soviet troops
continued the Jassy-Kishinev offensive which had begun on 20 August;
they defeated and wiped out the brincipal forces of the German group
of forces "Southern Ukraine," which were surrounded by the end of A
2l August, and pursued the German troops retreating in disorder. Accord-
ing to a directive of +the Soviet Supreme; Command setting forth the
tasks for troops of the 2d and 3d Ukrainian Fronts in the given opera-
tion, i.e. to develop the offensiwe against Izmail, Reni, Galati, and

Focsani, the Soviet troops entered the cities of TFocsani and Galati on
27 August.

The Soviet soyedineniya of the Second Ukrainian Front, which were
to meet with German troops fighting against the Rumanian Army in central
Transylvanis and on the western border, passed through Bucharest, where
they were met by large crowds with flowers » banners, and endless shouts
of rejoicing. Huge columns of Bucharest residents met the heroic
fighters of the Soviet Ammy like friends and brothers s as the latter
had borne the whole weight of the war on their shoulders, fighting to
defeat fascism and to liberate mankind from the threat of Nazi slavery.

Continuing the fight against the German occupation foreces, the
Rumanian Army together with the glorious Soviet Army fought bravely for
the liberation of the whole country. During this period, 27 Rumanian
divisions numbering about 270,000 men took part in military operations.

14
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ladimirescu, vhich had been formed in the Soviet Union from the ranks
of former Rumanian prisoners of war who wished to fight against Hitler
Germany, entered into combat at Sfintu Gheorghe. This division con-
tinved to fight together with other Rumanion army units ond distinguished
itself in the batlle Tor Debrecen and on the Gron River. The coordin-
ated action of Rumanian and Soviet Torces ook Place as part of the
operations of the Second Ukrainian Front, to which the Rumanion troops
belong.

Vhen the German occupation forces were driven out of the cities
of Carei and Satu-Mare on 25 October l9hh, the whole territory of the
country wes liberated. This marked the end of the Vienna Dictate,
according to whicli Wazi Germany and fascist Italy deprived Rumanis of
rart of its natlonal territory.

In giving due credit to the combat past of our army, its fight for
Treedom and independence of the country, particularly for the liberation
of’ the country from the fascist yoke, and its contbribution to the
defeat of Hitler Germony, the Central Committee of the Rumanian Vorkers
Party and the government of the Rumanion People's Republic declared 2
October as the Rumanian Armed Forces Day .

In close military cooperation with the valiant Soviet soldiers,
Rumanian soldiers continued to fight on the territory of Hungary and
Czechoslovakia, contributing to the operations of Debrecen end of
Budapest, and also took part in military action connected with the Vienns
and Prague operations, until the complete defeat of fascist Germany .

The participation of the Rumanian Army in the war of liberation
agoinst Hitler Germony, shoulder to shoulder with the army of the first
socialist country in the world, had a poverful effect on the minds of
large numbers of Rumanian soldiers and officers and enabled the person-
nel of our army to master the principles and methods of socialist mili-
tary art, under conditions of close Rumanian-Soviet military coopera-~
tion at the Lront.

Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dc ed in a speech at the official session
of the Grand National Asse. ., devoted to the 20th anniversary of
Rumonia's liberation from the fascist yoke: "The Rumenian people will
forever honor the memory of the valiant Soviet soldiers, who gave thedir
lives for the freedom of our country; +the blood which was shed by
Rumanizn and Soviet soldiers strengthened the friendship and unity
between the two nations in Tighting for the great cause of liberty of
all peoples, peace, and socialism!'"
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front until the capltulation of Hitler Germany, more than 360,000
wumanian soldiers and officers participated in combat.

The Rumanian troops which fought against Hitler Germany understood
the justness of the cause for which they were fighting; they displayed
a high degree of heroism and self-sacrifice, and their numerous combat
cxploits contributed to the history of heroic combat traditions in the
struggle: of our peoples for national and social liberty. The Rumenien
Army had about 170,000 casualties in the war against Hitler Germany .

The successfui execution of operational tasks by Rumanian troops,
and their valor and self-sacrifice in combat were noted in many orders
issued Ly the Soviet Supreme Command, in 21 reports of the military
command, as well as in orders of the commander of the Second Ukrainian
Front. Mar Su R. Ya. MALINOVSKIY, Minister of Defense USSR, stated:
"As a commander of the Second Ukrainian Front, I recall with great
satisfaction the glorious combat feats of Rumanian soldiers, who fought
vithout sparing their strength and even their lives and defeated their
mortal enemy by their courage and daring. By their courageous feats
they helped to accomplish the great victory."

Fighting for the just cause of defeating Hitler Germany, the
Rumanian people gave all their strength and resources to this cause,
mobilizing the whole economic potential of the country for the needs
of the front. They responded with enthusiasm to the appeal of +the
Communist Party: "All for the front, all for victory!"™ our people mul-
tiplied their efforts, supplying the troops at the front with every-
thing they needed for combat operations. Displaying great patriotic
enthusiasm, which will alvays remain engraved upon history, the workers
restored railroad Jjunctions, promptly repaired railroad workshops,
bridges, and tuunels which hed been destroyed by the fascists, and sup-
plied the front with ammunition, food, and fuel.

After the Rumanian Army joined the side of the patriotic forces and
took part in the antifascist armed revolt and in the war against Hitlexr
Germany, very important changes took place in the social function of
the army. Instead of being a tool serving the interests of the exploit-
ing classes and the monarcly, as in the past, the army became more and
more a support for the people's struggle. 1In the war against Gemmany
and under the influence of revolutionary changes in the country end of
the work done by Communist Party members, profound changes occurred in
the consciousness of large numbers of soldiers and of most officers,
making them receptive to the aspirations of the working class and increa-
sing their interest in political problems of the country and in the
Tate of their people.
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alter the establishmen’ of the people's democratic system on 6 March
1945, begen extensive activities in educating the personnel in the
spirit of loyalty to their country, to the working pecople, and to the
beople's democratic system; in the spirit of brotherhood with the Soviet
people and friendship with all peoples on whose territory the Rumanian
soldiers had fought; and in the spirit of solldarity with all peoples
Tighting against Tascism, for freedom ond national independence, and
for delivering civilization from Nazi barbarity. The political a.ppala-
tus cultivated nev velations between officers and soldilers, between
commanders and subordinates, and educated officers and NCOs to respect
the dignity of soldiers and to take care of their needs.

The glorious combat traditions which have their origin in the warx
against Germeny, have been recorded in golden letters in the history
of our country. The Rumanian beople will for ever remember +the heroic
Tighters ~-- Rumanian soldiers and officers, courageous Tighters of
patriotic combat detachments, and all of their fearless sons, who toclk
part in the antifascist struggle and gave their lives in Tighting for
the sacred cause of their country's freedom.

The Rumanian people and the bersonnel of their Armed Forces are
Tull of admiration and respect for those who toolk up arms 20 years sgo
to fight for the freedom end independence of their country. Together
with other working People, veterans of the war against Hitler Germany
are making theilr contribution to the implementation of party policies,
glving all their strength to the work of building socialism; they take
an active part in the education of the younger generation in the spirit
of socialist patriotism, and they support the Toreign policy for the
defense of peace, which is carried out consistently by the Rumanian
people’s Republic.

The glorious combat traditions of +the Rumanian Army, dating back
to the war against Hitler Germany, are an inspirstion to the personnel
of our Armed Forces, encouraging them to perform the tasks of combat
and political training in a precise and excellent manner, and to con-
tinue increasing the combat capability of our People's Army, so theat
it mey be ready at any moment to defend the sacred soil of our social-
ist fatherland, the Rumanian People's Republic

IIT.

After the war, our party continued to give due attention to ques-
tions of military structure, leading the Rumanien pecple in the develop-
ment of & people's democracy.
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people's revolution and had the seme general features and stages of
development.

By making constructive use of Marxist-Leninlst doctrine on the
defense of socialist countries in solviug problems of military building
in our country, and by taking into account the complex conditions
under which the people's revolution took Place, the party gradually
created a new military organization. The process of forming military
cadres from the ranks of the vorking masses was begun, and measures
vere teken to improve living conditions > training, and education of
personnel and to establish new relationships among nembers of +the Armed
Forces, reflecting the changes in the socisl and economic system of
the country. Those elements, which did not meet the requirements pre-
sented by the people to the army, were eliminated.

Considering the changes taking place in the correlation of social
and political forces in favor of the revolutionary interests of workers,
the party carried out the overthrow of the monarchy on 30 December 1947
and proclaimed the establishment of the Rumanian People's Republic, a
country realizing the political govermment of workers. This event
marked the beginning of implementing the tasks of socialist revolution.

Under the new conditions, the deve Lopment of our Armed Forces con-
tinued to be coordinated harmoniously with the entire revolutionary
process in the country, being an integral part of it. The specific
measures for completing the process of Fformation of our socialist army
vere based on the tasks formulated by the First Congress of the Ruman-
lan’Workers Party. Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej stated in a political speech
at the congress: "There are no sacrifices which we would spare_for our
army and for its needs. We want it to be well fed > well equipped, well
clothed, and excellently trained... To lzeep watelr over the interests of
the people and the Rumesnian People’s Republic, and to be a school for
the people -- such is, in our opinion, the role of the army of the
Rumanisn People's Republic." (G. Gheorghiu-Dej, Articles and Speeches,
Volume 1, State Publishing House, 1956, pages 132-133)

In carrying out the tasks assigned by the congress, the party
began to rebuild the political apparatus and party organizations in
the army; in this connection the formstion of the Main Political
Administration of the Armmy was of particuler importance.

In accordance with the workers' tasks of socialist building, and
the mission of the army under these new historical conditions » the party
became very active in forming new officer Personnel. For this purpose
the party devoted much attention to the training of new graduates in
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icer sChools and in the tary Acadenyy. The doors of the schools
were opened wide to admit young men who ceme from the ranks of the
working class, the peasantry, and the people's intelligentsia; they
came from the midst of the people who were vitally interested in the
socialist development of the country, and in the defense of its inde-
pendence and sovereignty. During a short period of only a few years,
mmerous officer cadres were formed. They fully justiFfied the trust
of the party and the government, both as commanders of podrazdeleniy and
chasti and in the political apparatus. At the same time the party
continued to reeducate in a socialist sense those cadres of the old
army which had proved their loyalty to the people's democratic system .

With the development of the national economy and the growth
of the country's economic power, it became possible to equip our
People's Army with everything necessary to carry out the mission
entrusted to it by the party and the people. The supply of the army
vith arms and combat equipment was closely coordinated with the crea-
tion of improved living and training conditions for officers » NCOs, and
regular enlisted personnel.

Together with the technical equipment of the ammy , important
changes took place in its organizational structure. Those arms which
did not meet modern requirements were abolished; mechanized soyedineniya
vere formed; and chasti and soyedineniysa of new ams were organized,
which had not existed in the old army.

The Rumapian Workers Party gives particular attention to the strict
obscrvance and strengthening of one-man command, considering this one
of' the basic principles for building an army of the new type. The army
maintains fimm discipline, based on the conscinus recognition of a1l
servicemen of the need to fulfill their duties and on their sense of
personal responsibility for the defense of their coumtry.

The Rumanian People's Army, which is a socialist army deeply
devoted to the interests of the workers, was created by consistently
carrying out the program of measures prepared by the party.

The deep transformations, which have taken place in the 20 years
since the liberation of the country in the structure of productive toices
and production relations, had a direct influence on the incresse of
Rumania's defense capability and created the necessary conditions so
that the organizational structure and the combat and political training
of the army would meet the requirements arising from the rapid develop-
ment of new wespons of modern warfare and from structural changes in
military science and military art.
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Vorkers Party, and its tireless activities aimed ot the further
development of the material ond technical base of gsocialism, have lad
to a systematic increase in the country's economic power and, on ‘this
basis, to the strengbhening of 1ts defense capabilities.

As a result of the efforts of the Rumanian Workers Party and the
govermrent of the Rumanian People's Republic, militery chasbi and
soyedineriya have the use of modern arwus and combat equipnment, and the
armmy has been completely mechanized. We now have tank troops, rocket-
launching artillery, supersonic jet airplanes, modern combat ships,
radiotechnical and rocket troops.

With the completion of collectivization of agriculture, the unity
between the working class and the peasantry has been raised to a higher
level, and the morel and political unity of all the people has become
even stronger. This is clearly evident from their boundless loyalty
to the party and to our socialist state and from their enthusiastic
work to complete the building of socialism and to further the prosper-
ity of their country. The solidarity of workevs with tie party, and
their detemination to continue carrying out its tried and tested
policies, is also of extreme importance for strengthening the defense
cepabilities of our country.

In the process of the cultural revolution which took place under
the leadership of the Rumanian Workers Party. the cultural. level of
the people has improved considerably and highly qualified cadres of
specialists have been trained, who are fully cepable of using the
latest achievements of science and technology.

All this has greatly influenced and comtinucs to influence the
strengthening of our Armed Forces. The Tact that the general educa-
tional le.el of our young recruits has improved From year to year and
that many of them have a complete secondary education, enables them to
acquire military skills quickly and to master modern combab equipment
and complex devices at the army's disposnl.

The number of command and technical cadres with higher military
cducation has increase considerably; this is of great importance for
the mastering and skillful use of combat equipment and for increasing
the combat capability of chasti and soyedineniya.

The officer personnel is constantly improving its technical and
political training, keeping in step with the development of combat
technology and all that is new in socialist military science and art.
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Lraining Cleld, on Uiring ronges, tonk pariis, ond durlng tactilcal
commoand-gtal and troop cxercices.

Joint cxcrceises, conducted hobth in the USSR ond in odjacent social-
ist countrics, play an importont role in improving the theory and
rethods of training command personnel and in stimuleting the commanders!
operational and tachical thinking process.

With the improvement in the theory and mcthods of training, our
officers Lecame more and more experienced in orgenizing and supervising
soyedineniyn, chastl, and podrazdeleniya. This is evident from the
good and excellent vesults achisved in all types of troining. The num-
bel of soyedineniya, which received the roting "good" during field
inspeeitions, hos doubled; the number of podrarzdelenive ond chagbi
achieving good and excellent results in tactical exersises has increased.

In the process of truop training for the perfection of combatb
slkill, the method of socialist competition has been applied successfully.
Soldiers and olffTicers have made extensive use of socialist competition
Tor reducing noims established for the operation of aims snd combat
cquipment, end for increasing the numbzr of rated specialists, outstand-
ing servicemen and leading podrazdeleniya. More than 3,000 podrazdel -
cniya received the title "leading podraszdeleniye", in the competition
preceding the 20th amnivevsary of Rumania's liberation, by striving fov
Turther improvements in the results of combat and political training
end by displaying deep patriotism. It is also indicative that ‘the num-
ber of leading podrazdeleniya, vhich retoined their title for a nunber
of years, has increased 3.5 times as compared with lugh year. In calry-
ing out commanders' orders and assigned tagks, soldiers and officers
have ghovn high moral and fighting qualities, courage ond daring, pexr-
sistence and deteimination, firmness and initiotive.

Commanders, staffs, and party, technical, and rear service organs
have concentrated their attention on the continuous increase of combat
readiness of the Armed Forces; on the ability to deploy in a short
period and conduct decisive comvat actions with the use of rockets and
nuclear weapons, or vithout them; in training all servicemen +o apply
the necessary skills foi prolonged combot actions, both in summer and
vinter, in any weather and any terrain, and to maintain their weapons
and combat equipment in constont readiness.
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the political troining of regular servicemen, based on the study of
Moarrist-Leninlst doctrine, and a thorough comprehension of the scien-
tifically founded policy of the Rumonian Workers Party. This train-
ing inspires the command personnel and lite subordinates Lo strive per-
sistently for implementing cur parbty policy and helps them to gain a
correct understanding of all tasks facing them as & result of the con-
stantly changing situation.

& K ¥

A present, mankind 1s experiencing a profound process of renewal.
The transition from capitalism to socialism marks the keynote of our
epoch. As a result of the great achievements of the Soviet people in
the building of Communism and the remsrkable success achieved by all

-socialist countries in all sphereo. of life, the world socialist system

has become a decisive factor in historical development, strengthening
the forces of peace, democracy, and social progress.

Although the reactionary and aggressive nature of imperialism has
remained unchanged, the correlation of Torces has changed significantly
in favor of peace. The forces of peace today are more powerful +than
the Torces of war and they are able to foil the attempts of imperialists
to stert a new world vwar; the further growbth of these forces provides
practical conditions for eliminating a world war from the life of
society even before the vietory of socialism throughout the world.

A Tirm foundation of the forelgn policy conducted by the Rumanian
People's Republic is the fraternal friendship and unity with other
socialist countries. The Rumanian Workers Party and the government of
the Rumanian People's Republic have consistently carried out the policy
of strengthening the unity and brotherhood of socialist countries, and
unifying the international communist and workers' movement under the
banner of Marxism-Leninism, as a guarantee of victory in the struggle
Tor the cause of soclalism and peace. Being convinced of the fact that
all countries can and must cooperate and contribute to the regulation
of international relations, the Rumanian People's Republic, together
with other socialist states and other peace-loving countries, has con-
sistently advocated the defense and strengthening of peace in all the
world, and has exponded its contacts with countries of a different
soclal and political system on the basis of principles of peaceful
coexistence.
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imperia.li circles wvhich are interested in the armoment race oand
preporation for war, the Rumanlan People's Republic, sos well as other
sociclist countries, remain vigilant and have taken all measures to
defend bheil independence, sovereignty, and Ffreedom. The Rumanian
people have dependable ollies in the Soviet people, with whom they are
~onmected by a strong iricndship cemented by the blood of hoth peoples
A vhich was shed in the fight against Hitler Germony, and they are also
allied with the peoples of all socialist countiies. United by a sin-
gleness of purpose, the countries of the world soclalist system with
their enomous economic and military potential are able to repulse

any encroachment upon their security and upon peace in the world. In
strengthening its defense capability and the combat strength of its
aymy, our country helps the Warsaw Treaty Orgonization, whose member
ik it is, to fulfill its mission, i.e. to protect the peaceful labor and
sccurity of the Wersaw Treaty countries against possible aggression.
At the same time, our country contributes to the strengthening of +the
uhole world system of socialism and of the powerful forces offering
resistance to the policy of aggressive imperialist circles.

The workers of our country and the personnel of our Armed Forces
rejoice in the achicvements of the Soviet people in building the mater-
ial and technical basis of Communism, and in.the development of science
cnd technology for the purpose of raising the living standard of Soviet
Deople. Fruiltful relations of fraternal cooperation in all spheres of
cetdvity hove been established and conbinue +to grov betueen our coun-
tries; this cooperation serves the vital interests of socialigt peoples
in their struggle for the vietory of socialism and peace.

The Rumanian People's Amy is a relioble shield for the indepen-

¢ dence and sovereignty of our country; it protects the revolutionary
achicvements of the Rumanian people and, in close unity with the Soviet
Ammy and the armies of other socialist countries, it keeps a steadfast
vaisch over the cause of socilalism and world peace.
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OFLERATIONS OF TANK ARMIES IN OPERATIONAL DEPTH
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by Army Gen P. KUROCHKIN

Soviet military thought before World War II had already come to

the econclusion that for the successful carrying out of an offensive
operation In great depth there must be available such an organization

" of the army and instruments of war as would make it possible to over-

; come the resistance of thé cnemy and to defeat him both In the beginning
and during the course of thec operation. TFor this it is necesgsary
not only quickly to break through the tactical defense of the eneny,
but also with furious speed to exploit the success in operational depth
all the way to the completion of the operation. Here rapid exploitation
of the break-through is considered the most important action of the
army and the front offensive operation. '

Pre-war Soviet military art envisaged the following ways toward
solving the problem of exploitetion of a break-through: creation of
powerful striking forces in the direction of the main blow; inclusion
in the operational organization of fronts and armies of special echelons
Tor exploitation of a break-through, consisting of mobile soyedineniy=n
(mechanized oand cavalry corps) and sirborne troops; and creatior of
prowerful rescrves and second echelons. However, our pre-war theory
of ‘the solution of the problem of exploiting a success in an operation,
although fundamentally correct, found no practical support in our mili-

tary build-up.

As a result of the influence of the cult of personality and in-
correct evaluation of the experience in the war in Spain, serious er-
rors were permitted in the organization of our armed forces. The
mechanized corps, which werc the chief means of exploiting a success,
were broken up shortly before the beginning of World Wer II » and in
the training of troops before the war, main attention was paid to prob-
lems of breaching long-term defenses of +the enemy (Mechenized corps
were re-established only on the eve of World War II, and it was not
possible to train them completely by its beginning.s. As a matter of
fact, the problem of exploiting a success by the combat use of tanks
and other instruments of hattle was studied very little, and our command
personncl had had little ciperience with this, which, undoubtedly, led
to unfavorable conscquences. :

World War II was a most important stage in the development of mili-
tary theory and the use of the most suitable methods of operations of
troops. i{ethods of operational exploitation of a breakthrough were
constntly being perfected, depending on changes in the quantity and
quality of mcans of armed conflict,; the nature of the Preparation for,
and subscquent stages of, an operation, and the increase in the organi-
zational abilitics of Soviet military commanders. In the first period
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tank brigades end cavalry corps, which were later attached to thesc
armlcs for strengthening the tank and mechanized corps. Tank armics

of mixed composition were morc adapted to exploitation of a breakthrough,
but only by o part of their forces -- the tank and cavalry corps (Mixed
tank armles were composéed of bedk corps and also infantry divisions.
Also, cavalry corps were sometimes added to thesc tank armies.). Their
other part, the infantry divisions, were used also, like the divisions
of a combined-arms army, primarily for a breach of the enemy's defense.
Thus, of heterogeneous composition, they with their own forces hoth

broke through the enemy's defense and advanced in operational depth,
which in fact split them into two parts, and undoubtedly had-an adverse
cffeet on the speed with which they carried out missions in operations.

In the sumier and auwbunn campaign of 1943 the function of opera-
tional cxploitation of a breakthrough was transferved, in the main,
to the front. In the composition of the latter appeared such new (for
that time) powerful mobile operational ob'"yedineniya as tank armies
~f homogencous composition. At the same time they continued to strengthen
also the combined-arms armies with means (mobile troops) for exploiting
& breaskthrough.

Problems of the mission and use of tank armics in offensive opera-
tions of World War II have already been clucidated to some extent
in the military press. In this article we will try to carry on the
discussion on a somewhat different plane: from the eiperience of of-
Iensive operations of ‘the Soviet Army, l9h3—19h5, we will examine the
opcrations of tank armies in operational depth, emphasizing gencraliza-
tion of this expericnce and determining what we cen learn from it for
present-day conditions.

It should be emphasized that such characteristics of modern com-
bat operations as decisivencss, great maneuverability, speced of move-
rient, their development on a wide front, in great depth, and a rapid
tempos, the increascd importance of +the march, and rapid and abrupt
changes in the situvation are not absolutely new. They ¢xisted to a
certain degree in the operations of mobile troops and cspecially of
tonk armies in offensive operations of the last war. MNow such opera-
tions arc typical not only for tank troops but also for motorized-
infantry troops. Of course, radical changes have taken place in the
conduct of a battle or an operation, brought forth by the use of nuclear
weapons, rockets, and other new means of warfare. Therefore the general
choaracter of combat operations ungquestionably cannct at all be compared
with the past. We are concerned only with these operations of tank
ariics which undoubtedly can still be instructive for tank and motor-
ized infantiry troops.
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ifith the appcaronce of tank armics of homogencous composition,
Approvéd ForcRalease2006108/09 (Gt RDRMS TRABASRAV0300090008 1 tat ively and
qualitatively, of the Tront echelons for cxploitation of a success.
As a result, the number of tanks taking part in operations » and the
depth of the operatlonal disposition of the front, greatly increased,
which mede 1t possible not only correspondingly to intensify the at-
CPYRQ HT‘tack, but also to cxploit a breakthrough at high tempos with decisive
overcoming of the resistance of the enemy and defeat of reserves he
brings up, unit by unit, from the merch (Having mechanized corps, in
addition to tank corps, in tank srmies made it necessary ‘to have in
thelr composition a certain number of motorized in;f‘antry.). The use,
in offensive opersations for exploitation of a success in operational
depth, of tank armies in addition to tank and mechanized corps greatly
influenced the change in the nature not only of front offensive opera-
tions, but also of the operations of groups of fronts. (In the Bel-
gorodskiy-Khar 'kov, Bug-Dnestr, L'vov-Sandomir, Wistula-Oder, Berlin
and other operations two or three tank armiecs were used, with strong
air support.) The decisiveness and scope of operations was increaged;
their duration was decreased; combat operations of troops became much
nore dynamic and fastmoving.

The expericnce in the use of homogeneous tenk armies in operatione
deserves attention even under present-day conditions. With the sharp
inerecase in the depth of operations, their fagt-moving and rapidly-
changing character, and the use in them of nuclear and other new wea-
pons, some concrete situation or other, it seems to me, may make it
necessory to use not only mixed, but also homogencous operational and
tectical groups of forces. In this connection, naturally, there may
be required also corresponding homogencous tactical and operational
clements -- tank and motorized infantry, for cxample.

In the last war, tank armies, cavalry-and-mechanized groups,
and separate tank and mechanized corps » out of which were constituted
cecheleons for the cxploitation of a success » causcd the appearance of
new nethods (new for that time) of operations of troops in operational
depth. These mobile operational groups developed the attack and carricd
on the pursuit, as a rule, on scparate axes, independently from the
mein forces of the fronts and armies, forced water barriers from the
narch, scized and cxpanded operational bridgeheads, and over-ran enemy
lines of defense in depth, from the march, and with preparation in lim-
ited periods. Under such conditions, the combined-arms armies , too,
were able to advance quickly behind the tank armies, which led to a
completion of their missions in shorter periods. The experience from
such operations, in our opinions, still has not lost its validity.

All these and other characteristics of the offensive operation
did not arise all at once. In the second period of the war, from laclk
of the necessary cxperience in the use of tank armics, and also in
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armles of mixed composition), their operations still did not provide

the desired results. Only as the production of tanks increased, orgeni-
zotlon was perfected, and ciperience was gained in the use and opere-
ticns of tank armics did they begin more successfully to carry out

the missions of cxploitation of a breakthrough, and from the summer

of 1943 they occupied a leading place in the operational organization
of fronts.

Being of homogeneous composition (mainly tank and mechanized
corps), the tank armics represented a real force, the correct use of
which opened the way for still more repid development of an offensive
at high tempos, and for carrying on a number of subscquent operations
in great depth, with the infliction of a complete defeat on the enemy
operating on the axes concerned. To be sure, the exploitation of a
tactical success in operational depth and a further continuous offen-
sive in great depth were not carricd out only by tank armies, cavalry-
and-mechanized groups, and mobile forces of combined-arms armics.

Front and avmy sccond cchelons and reserves also were used for this
purpesc.  However, lacking sufficieont mobility, they could not have

the sanic offect on the chovacter of the opcration as did the tank ar-
mies. For cxample, when there were still no tank ermies in tho fronts,
the depth of offensive operations usvally varied from 200 to 150 kilo-
meters.  In the sccond and third periods of the wor, the depth of opera-
tions of fronts which included tank armics was from 300 to 500 kilo-
neters a day, in the latter, 40-50 kilometers a doy, and in certain
operations amounted to 70-80 kilometers a day.

What is to be learncd from the experience of the operations of
tank armies, it scems to us, Is that now, too, separate tank groups
can Lo established and can function independently during operations,
to a great citent separate from the main attacking forces. Also, cer-
tain missions which tank ermies carried out, and ways in which the:
operated, can take place now, too, with changes appropriate to new
conditions of conducting opcrations.

In opcrations at operational depth tank armics carried out the
following basic missions: the defeat of the operational reserves of
the enemy, and primarily his tank and mechenized Torces; the swift
developnent of an attack at high tcmpos with maneuver for cneirclement
of cnemy groups and the creation of an cxternal, less comnonly an
intermal, front of encirclement, in cooperation with othor forces;
purswit of a retreating enemy, with forcing of water barrisrs and break-
ing throvgh lincs of defense; the disruption of the command and disor-
ganizoation of the recar of the cnemy; the scizurc of important operational
zoncs and objectives in the encmy's depth; and others.
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One could scarccly dﬁ%ﬁ that similar missions could be performed by
Jovetinr Release 2000/08/98c:EHA-RIHSE TORAT5RAN0300090005-1

Or let us take the methods of operations used by the tank armies.

. Among the most typical of them was the delivering of a powerful attack
with the development of an offensive on taxes in depth, or toward the
flonk with the aim of bypassing a large group [gruppirovka] of the enemy,
and then encircling and destroying him in cooperation with mobile forces
and conbined-arms armies of other fronts (the 6th Tank Army of the lst
Ulrainian Front and the 5th Guards Tenk Army of the 2nd Vkreinien Front
in the Kossun'-Shevchenkovskiy operasion 3 the 5th Guards Tank Army and
other mobile forces of the 3rd Belorussian Iront together with the lst
Guards Tank Corps of the lst Belorussian Front in the encirclement of
groups of the cnemy east of Minsk; ctc.)

The delivering of powerful attacks by tank groups, including attacks
on converging axcs may be typical under modern conditions. Here s We must
assume, their operations following nuclear attacks will be still more

. owift. \
Tankk armics carried on an offensive in converging directions also
- within the limits of onc fromt, but much less often, and only in those
cases when the front was launching two attacks » as happencd in the L'vov-
Sandomir operation of the lst Ukrainian Front (It is noteworthy that of the
- most important offcnsive operations of World War II with encirclement of
. the ferces of the enemy, 22 were carricd out by the forces of groups of
- fronts, and only 8 by a single front.).

Tank armics also delivered powerful frontal attacks in great depth,
with the aim of splitting up the enemy forces and defeating them piece-
meal. Such operations provide for a furious attaclk by mobile groups of
onc or more fronts on various axes. The operations of tank armies of the
lst Ukrainian Front in the Proskurov-Chernovtsy operation, of the 2nd
Udrainian Front in the Uman'-Botosani. opcration, and of the lst and 2nd
Tank Armies of the lst Belorussiafi Front in the Eastern Pomeranian opera-
tion may serve as cxamples.

Such attacks, delivered by the tank armies of several fronts, resulted
in the splitting and fragmentation of the defense of the enemy. Especially
instructive in this respect werc the operations of the lst.and 2nd Guards
Tank Armies of the Llst Belorussian Front and the 3rd Guards and Lth Tank
Armics of the lst Ukrainian Front in the Lodz and Czestochowa scctors
in the Vistula-Oder operation. As a resull of the furious attack of our
‘troops, the forces of the group of armies A of the enemy were split up into
three isolated groups: +those of Warsaw, Kclee-Radom, and Krakow.




Approveli For Releds 2068/08/0d &1 R\Rbpa T8 bR00E3Go0gp0BBL inter ing attucks has Lecoue
an cven nore characteristic phenomenon in modern operotions, with the

depth of these attoacks, like the depth of the operations, having now

sharply incircased, which favors the massed use of nuclear weapons, ali

. Torees, and aiv~borne attacks.

Just as in the pasl, various methods of operations of tank groups
may be coubined or used in tun. fn example of conbination is the L' voy-
Sandomiy operation. In b, the lst Ulceadindon ¥ nt Lannched two attacks:

in the Rava-Dnsskeayo and the L'vov sveoo s, @ 0 o0 wlodgebion of the
suceess ofter the Lreaeh i the ey ' deicisn, Luo sbeong bonk groups
were Lomied din the Cevivb:  ‘nbe the o sitiv -0 ne went the 1st

Guavds Tank Avwy, into thoet of the other, the 3rd Guacds and the hth
Tank Armies (In ‘the composition of tank groups of the front there were,
in addition to tank armies, also cavalry-and-mechonized groups and sep-
arate tank and mechanized corps). These armies launched. deep salient
thrusts, in the course of which they surrounded with a part of their
forces the Brody group of the enemy.

The use in turn of various methods of operations of tank armies
took place in the Beloruss:ian operation, where after surrounding the
cneny east of Minsk, the Sth Guards Tank Army launched a deep salient
thiust against Vilnius and Kaunas. The Gth Tank Army operated in a sim-
ilar way in the Jassy-Kishinev operation. During the Proskurov-Chernovtsy
operation, three tonk simies first launched a salient thrust, and then
a group of the enemy was surrounded in the Kamenets-Podolsk region.

In the operations of World War IT, front echelons for the exploi-
tation of a success achieved the best results with the massed use of
tank soyedineniya and ob"yedineniya on the principal axes, with their
echelomment in depth. Ccmmitting to action in the cosen sector first
the mobile groups of combined-arms armies, and then the front echelons
for the exploitation of a success ~- tank armies, cavalry-and-mechanized
groups, and tank snd mechanized corps ~- provided for a steady increase
in the force of the attacks during the operations.

In most operations of World War II tank armies of front echelons wqic
uscd for the exploitation of a success and operated on cne general axisg,
and cnly in individual cases, on different axes (when the front was launch-
ing two attacks, or when in the course of a tank aw, operation, due
©o chonged ¢l ermistonees, Gt became necessary to continuve an attnek om
divergent acs).

With the adiin ol crealbing large tank groupings, there was alsc the
proctice of Joint use of Lank armies on the contiguous flanks of two
fronts. This was characteristic of the operations of the second period
of the war, with there being, as a rule, one tank army in each front
(the 3rd Guards Tank Army of the Brysnsk Front and the lth Tank Army of




SCPYRGHT

‘,'Taé.wua =

7 .:Hacrygaretsane ogepanxy

- Taxxonne
.. aDMHY

. Cocras TanKoomx
~-8pMHA

o} s BOABMICHNY

Haausue 8 cocrase
- pOHTAA ZDYruz

~Herxotopue soxasatezn pa
ReACTBNAI TAHKULUT ACNE:

T § TENOH B3-| MaIbELe

© Cpelusie MaKCH-

cryatersn |  remauw
(xx’cyyxn) s ’cyren)

--Koxri:sacrmﬁemxe B GiTse
. Ba-Boare (soadps 1942 1.)

IOro-3anaanuit

1-4726 1x, -8 xx, weers
__&a, oana 16p -

a2 | 4045

: -:.'O_npéﬁnxo-Pucmmmcxan
- -(amsape 13 e} . . . .

-Bopozescxiiit .

T3 TA

112 8 1514 76%, tpren,

--+0QHA cOp

| 3anaauwit

‘4 TA

118 30 7.6 ra. sk "

1,54 25 1«

| Oproacsan - - fwoas—asrycs
2 AM30r) - o .

. o el.a e

- Bpauckait

3 8. TA

S 12 W 15 . 2 Nk

B K Beiropoacxo --XaperoBcrasn .

Boponexexitit

1 TA

-

1 r8. .20 -

~ 6131 15 3 ax

5 8. ® Zmrx

o ofaEryer 1943 1) L oo o7

Creauoi

-3 r.TA |

184239k, 5 8. mx .

-1 w413
-

7™, 3, 5.18.
XK ~ "0 | .-

BI85 PRLITT B

] BT & 857K, :0:ux-

o

£ :’Yxp;:nxgélh

[ Tpocxyposo ~. Teproziitkas -

.(xaprfngpuyﬂi r.

= ll'rs;-‘rx:-a.ra:-ux. 640er

-6 H 7:rB. TN, 9 MK
10 rB."TK, 6 5. MK

4030w

BHX THD) .

1015

I0=15

a0 15 -

Ysaicxo - Boromanckan - .
.z {Mapr—anpe1s 1944 r.)

3. 16 1, 11 ra. T6p

- 18, 20,29 1%

. [Beaopycexarn r(mohb—azxryc;r
1944.¢)

5B TR, 5oux

T3 s

13—17

15—20

%

Jl2reot sur (3 ek [

-3 rB.-RR)

-.n0' 33
- 40

1..-3:16 [x,ﬁ.ra. K

f9.u 11

TR b 4o
S . B N -

KK

.60

20 40 0—35
- e =

R S

Be Gan

{oepeao- =

15=20 - ¢

‘Boace . L




CPYRGHT

_Jlssoecko - Caunxounpekan
“(moas—asryer 1941 r) .

-t ¥rpaumexui

1 TA___}”

_.11 re. 1%, 8 rB. MK

3 r8. TA

617 ro 1K 9 uK

- 4T

10.r8. Tx. 6 rB. MK

Hee xur (25w 31 1x,

1ra.-n 6r8. ’v), 4 18. 7K

. Reeko-Kuuntuescran (an-

2.1 Yepauscsitit

6TA _ |

- ryer—centatps I944 1) .
| -“Bucao-Oxepcsas . {ansaps—
- espay 9453 ) . o .

1-it . Beaopyceknit

118 TA

-5fR-TK ® 5 MK, 3aTem
- =18 wx

“kMr (23 TK # 5 rB. KK).
18 &

11 r8. 1%, 8 rB. MK

-2 TA

918 1 12 re. 1k, 1Mk

Qi I3k, 2r8. 8 7r8. K&

e Gonrze

21l LI
eGSR (e - e

-3 ra. TA

6n7 r;s. T, 9 MK

1
.

.10.18.:1%, 6 TBMK,

14 8, 25,31 1,7 1B. 1K,

118, KK

| dn—n

30 1 Goaee

N Bocfouﬂd-npyccxén . _:(=u-]
> .:Bapb—anpaas 145 1) .. .

2-it_Bexopycexuti . -

5 ;:s:fht{i

~i- w0 revw 29 1w

Fiu8re-TE, 8 uK, 3w

1030

-Bemckar - ..(uMapr—anpeab

185 r) L.

.3-it ¥xpanuckuit -

. 6.r8.TA

"5 rB.:IK, 9 fB. MK

Bepruuckan - {anpeas—wsaf -
wdOI5IT) e 2 oce wp s

-1-it .Beaopycerutit

s TELTA

11 TB.UTK, 8 TB.-mK, 61
. - .‘TB. 16p

T 21m.TA |

9 ra. u.12 r8. TR, .1 M .

-1 - YRPBHHCAKA

- 358 TA l

-6 R 718 TK,< 9 MK

4.8 TA -

10rs. 1%, 5r8. 1 6r8. Mk

“Tlpamcrag. {43ax~1943 r.)

140 " Vispamtexuit

1 3<ra."1'.~\.
cf4r8. TA -

6 n 718 15 9 ug

1078 T, 5r1a. n 6ra. M

723,718 1R, .L-yB. uh .

Tleumt
ez 610

‘9n il 1k, 2re.® TB.KR -

- TlouTta
-He 6p10

To =2

-5’20, 4 1B, 1K, .7 TB. MK, |-

S—15

| R r: A 4

15

B d o laisx -

)—100

§3—~102

-2+ YKpanuckail

] .rfs‘.' T_A‘ ‘

Sre.-Tk, 2r8. @ 9rB. K,
- w83 Me6p

1 8. ’ur (4,6 TR KK,
. 7. uR)

20 1

- bla m;:niq:pcxax - fasrycr—:

Babaftkaasckitic

~-2eaTabps 1343 r.) . aa_

————

6 m.TA-'[

'5°r8. K, 7-NK, 9 r8. MK,
367 57 umca, weets MGp,

_Foana k<Bp, RATL IGp

rvr {25 MGp." 43.-16p,

-YeTHIpe. K2, OXHK 'TN)

T0-82

Approved For Release 2000/08/09 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300090005-1




- CIA FDD TRANS NO 924 SOVIET MILITARY THEORETICAL 2
JOURNAL‘._ OYENNAYA MYSL', NO 11, 1964 PR e L
| s FDD TRANS NO 924 S 2 0F 2




the Western Front in the Orel operati ; ‘ iy & number
of ofpprevesh fosRelease 2008/ %éqsio&ﬁgwﬁgs frggg.zﬁgoéﬁ‘ﬂ%or@%gg mseveral

tank armics of one or two Tronts were combined for

carrying out major

CPYRGHUhrece tank armies of the lst and 2nd Ulr
on the outer front of encirclement to re
eneny. At the conclusion of the L'vov-Sandomir operation the efforts
of s11 three tank armics of the 1st Ukrainian Front were directed toward
the seizure, expansion, and holding of the Sandomir bridgeheed.

ainian IMronts were concentrated

Some data on the composition of tank groupings of fronts and infor-
mation. on their operations are provided in Table 1.

From the table it is evident that
was achieved with the existence in the composition of front

s of large
‘tank groups which operated cn the principal axes.

In a number cf cases, to increase the force of attacks in the course
of an operation, one front or ancther would be reinforced with e tank
army from the reserve of the stavka of +the Supreme High Comrand (the
Bryansk Front, with the 3rd Guards Tank Army, in the Orel operation;
the 1st Ukrainian Front, with the 2nd Tank Army, during the Korsun'-

Shevchenkovskiy operation), o by transferring a tank army from snother

front (the lst Tank Army to the 2nd Belorussian Front in the Eastern
Pomeranisn operation, etc.).

Thus the concentration of the efforts of several tank armies in
most cases was completely Justified, inasmuch as under these conditions
the striking power of the mobile forces was sharply increased, as was
their operational independence, which enabled them to make deeper thrusts,
maneuver extensively, attack at high tempcs, and attain the final goals
of operations in short periods. Besides, this provided for uninterrupted
barticipation of tank armies in subsequent operations carried out within
the frameworks of strategic operations of groups of fronts, without long
operational pauses.

missions. Thus it was in the Korsun'—Shevchen'l:ovslciy operation, in which

pulse the counter-attacks of the

the greatest success in operations

, The creation and use of large tank groups may be expedient now,

. too, considering the added factor of the increased depth of offensive
operations. In addition, the mass use of nuclear weapons creates excep-
tionally favorable conditions for swift, vehement operations. At the
Same time these groups may suffer great losses from the nuclear weapons
of ‘the enemy, and it will be necessary to strengthen them, but not just
by committing to action fresh infantry forces, as used to be the case,
but first of all by delivering nuclear attacks » by subordinating to them
nuclear-weapons units held by hugher commands, by transferring motorized
infantry troops by air, and by launching airborne attacks. In many cases,
especially in large-scale offensive operations, several large tank groups

may, just as formerly, by used and operate simultaneously or in succes-
sion.
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The experience in scnding tank armies into action in the course of

an operation is instructive. For example, with several tank armies in
the striking group of a front » depending on the Plan of operation and
the circumstances » they were sent into action simultaneously or one af-
ter the other in one sector, of if the front were launching two attacks s
in two sectors (the 1st Belorussian and the lst Ulkrainian I'ronts in the
Berlin operation). In the L' vov-Sandomir operation of the 1st Ukrain-
ian Front, two tank armies (the 3rd Guards and the Uth) operated in one
,_ of the main sectors; “hey were sent into action one after the other.

L This made 1t possible to increase the effort from depth for the exploi-~
' tation of a success, but on a narrow front, while simultaneous use of
tank armies on several axes provided for the development of a deecisive

offensive on a wider front.

The exploitation of a success by tank armies usually began after a
break-through by combined-arms armies of the main zone or the whole tac-
tical zone of defense of the enemy, and was carried on in great depth.
‘ But often the tank army corps from the beginning attacked together with

i the units of the combined-arms armies, "completely bLreaking through"
the eneny's defense > and thereafter they operated gradually more and
more separately, exploiting the success in operational cooperation with
the combined-arms soyedineniya, with air support.

) Now, differing from this » large tank armies probavly will immediately
[ exploit the results of massed nuclear attacks and will swiftly develop

LV an offensive from the very begimming of the operation. In many cases,

= Just as formerly, tank groups may operate for some time jointly with
motorized infantry, gradually out-distancing them and attacking indepen-

: dently, at a considerable distance from them. Along with the tank groups,
B some motorized infantry soyedineniya, mey also be separated.

The vehemen* operations of tank armies to a ccnsiderable degree
rnade possible the successful carrying out of operations of encirclement
and destruction of large operational groups of the ecnemy. This opera-
tion was fairly complicated and required the participation of sizeable
forces, usually of several fronts. In the Soviet Army during World
War II encirclement became the basgic > leading form of offensive opera-
tions. They attained the greatest success Primarily due to the rapid
arrival of mobile forces in the rear of the surrounded enemy group and
as a result of repelling eneny attempts to free his encircled forces.

"f Tank armies accomplished +the encirclement maoneuver imnediately af-

B ter the breach of the tactical zone of defense of the enemy, with the
development of the attack in Operational depth of during pursuit, when the
eneny was beginning to withdraw his forces. In all ‘these cases the tank
armies, independently or in conjunction with mobile groups of combined-
arms armies, took part in the establishment of an external or, less
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in%g%@éﬁ%iﬁof encirclement of infantry troops, the mobile units 5 as
a 1ule, were freed for action on the external front.

EHT The operations of taenk armies on the external front of encirclement

is instructive. Sometimes they, with the troops of other arms » Went

on the defensive, forming a fixed external front. But more of‘ten these
armies continued the offensive and, swiftly developing it, comparatively
quickly increased the distance between the external and internal fronts.
A sizeable increase in the distance between these two fronts made it
possible to prevent the maneuver of operational reserves of the enemy
and to destroy them piece-meal .as they approached from depth; at the
Same time it gave freedom of action to the combined-arms armies for the

defeat of the encircled groups and resulted in a more rapid liguidation
of them.

Thus, in the Jassy-Kishinev operation, by decision of Marshal Mali-
novsky, commander of the forces of the 2nd Ukrainisn Front s the 6th
Tank Army, in cooperation with a cavalry-and-mechanized group, continued
a furious offensive and as a result drove back the enemy from 80 to 100
kilometers from his encircled groups, which deprived him of the pos-
sibility of helping the encircled forces and made possible their rapid
defeat.

In an offensive at operational depth the tank armies carried out
combat actions with great maneuvering; skillfully, with all or a part
of their forces, executed flanking movements or envelopements; launched
attacks on the flank or rear of enemy groups; and frequently accomplished
maneuvers from some axes to others » traversing great distances in their
movement. Unquestionably, the experience of these operations is useful
for present-day operations of troops, still more dynamic and Involving
st1ll more maneuvering.

Especially important now are the marches of troops for great dis-
tances, and their rapid deployment and entry into combat from the march.

We should like to call attention to the lessons to be learned from
the maneuvers of the 3rd Guards Tank Army during the Vistula-Oder opera-
tion. Having advanced to a great depth and continuing to develop the
attack, by decision of Marshal I. S. Konev it made a sharp turn to the
southwest and launched an attack on Oppeln and then on Nikolai, as a
result of which the Silesian group of the enemr was enveloped from the
north and northwest » and we succeeded in almost completely cutting off
his communications. This played a decisive role in the conquest of
Silesia. This same army, together with the Uia Guards Tank Army of the
lst Ukrainian Front, after completion of the Berlin offensive, was abruptly
turned to launch an attack on FPrague, which accelerated the defeat of the
Prague enemy grouyps.

Approved For Release 2000/08/09 : CIA@D85T00875R000300090005-1
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PIoNE of the past war there was clearly demonstrated the great maneuver-
ability and strikirs power of the tank armies, which was of first dinpor-
tance in assuring success of operations.

Modern tank forces have progressed far in their development, and
in their combat and mancuver capabilities can by no means be compared
with the tank forces of World War II. Having modern instruments of at-
tack, higher quality materiel and armament, and using new methods of
operations appropriate to the conditions and nature of nuclear warfare,
they are capable of carrying out any missions assigned to them. But
it is useful for them to consider the experience of the vehement opera-
tions of tank armies and to g certain extent utilize this experience.
This relates especially to the operations of ‘benk arnies in the pursuit
of the enemy in operational depth (this began, as a rule, in from two
to five days or the operation). It was Precisely in this pursuit that
the tank armies achieved +he greatest results in the exploitation of a
success, demonstrating to a maximum their maneuverability and mobility.

Thus, while the average daily speed of advance in most operationg
anounted to 20-40 kilometers s in pursuit it reached 40-70 kilometers s
and in a number of operations, even 100 kilometers. Such speed of pur-
suit was provided by the uninterrupted nature of the operations of tank
armies. They advanced during the day with their main forces, and at
night, mainly with advance detachments. During that time the main forces
of the aimies accomplished their marches and made ready for further
action. In operations of <he third period of +the wer, the speed of
pursuit was so high that i exceeded the speed of retreat of the enemy .
In these circumstences, as is evident from Table 1, tank armies most of-
ten operated mainly independently, to a great degree detached from the
infantry units of the combined-arms armies.

The speed of advance of troops, especially of tank grouprs, will be
still higher under modern conditions. In this connection, there arises
especially sharply the problem of the uninterrupted action of troops;,
day end night, despite their having to pass through zones of destruction
and areas of radioactive contamination. It must be expected that the
highest speeds of advenca will be in sectors where the eneny is being
subjected to nuclear blows s including some from +the very beginning of
the operation.

It is noteworthy that tonk armies s depending on circumstances, more
often carried out parallel -- less often, frontal -- pursuit » Or both in
combination. In many cases the pursult was carried out by combined-
arms armies from the f'ront, and by mobile foreces by routes parallel to
the retreat of the eremy. Parallel pursuil was the most decisive and
adventageous. In this the tank armies made a headlong rush, prevented
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defeated his operational reserves piecemeal (as they moved up from depth),

GHT and from the march broke through operational defense zones and forced

water barriers.

S AR R

Especially instructive > 1t seems to us, is the fact that in most
cases the tank armies pursued the enemy in dispersed formations and even
in columns of the march, deploying in combat formsiions only on meeting
the enemy. The strong advance detachments Played a great role in this H
they were selected from the tank and. mechanized corps. In many cases
they had a greater complement than usual, and were assigned missions of
operational importance (In the composition of such an advance detachment
most often there operated a tank brigade, reinforced by a self-propelled
artillery regiment, one or two battalions of artillery and up to [one]
engineers battalion, and sometimes infantry podrazdeleniya). These de-
tachments, operating ehead'of the main forces at a distance of up to 4o
kilometers and more, did not Dbecome involved in protracted battles with
the enemy, but bypassed his centers of resistance and hastened on to ob-
Jectives subject to capture. First among such objectives were still-
undestroyed bridges, especially agross large rivers, fords, and bridge-
heads. There is not doubt that the role and importance of the advance
detachmeuts now will not only persist, but become still greater, with
their being called on to execute missions taking advantage of the results
of nuclear strikes, in cooperation with air-borne troops, making possible
the swift advance of their own Torces.,

It should be noted that in the last war great haste was always
made to seize river corssings and bridgeheads » because crossing a river
in force was for a tank army a difficult task, and accomplishing it was
of great importance for attaining high speeds of advance. The fact
is that tank armies did not have available enough of their own river-
Crossing equipment; what was assigned to them very often lagged behind,
as it was comparatively not very mobile. So one of the basic missions
of the advance detachments was the seizure of river-crossings, which
made possible more rapid crossing of the river by the main forces of the
tank armies.

Modern tank forces have incomparably greater possibilities of cros-
sing rivers, both with the aid of various mechanized river-crossing
equipment, and by themselves -- under the water. All this makes possible ,
a still more rapid overcoming by them of water barriers s> as a rule, from
the march, without decreasing the general speeds of advence and even with-
out seizing bridgeheads, which they used to have +to do.

One of the main missions of tank armies in operations in operational
depth deserves attention -- that of defeating the operational reserves
of the enemy. No offensive operation could do without the repulse of
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and with strong air support. It was the tank armies , operating ahead of
CPYRGHT ‘the main forces of the front » upon vhich first fell the flows of these

‘ groups. Ve must assume that in bresent-day operations the large tank
groups, operating separately from the rest of' the attacking forces, will
be the first to suffer the poverful and active effects of +the enemy's

‘ action, and not only of his infantry, but primarily of the delivery of
massed nuclear blows by his air force and rockets.

f .

In many cases the tank groups will have to repulse powerful counter-
attacks and counter-offensives of the defending forces. In the past,
successful acccmplishment of these missions was an important condition
for rapid exploitation of a success in depth and the attainment of the
goals of the operation; it was often necessary to engage large groups
of tanks and motorized infantry of the enemy. Some data on the strength
and composition of these groups is .provided in Table 2.

Table 2 (Table compiled from data of military-historical works published
by Voyenizdat.)
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As is learned from operstional. documents ecaptured from the enemy,
as a rule the mission of his tank groups included the breaking up of our
offensive operations. The tank armies accomplished the defeat of +thess
gronps of the enemy independently in cooperation with the air force or
jointly with combined-arms armies by carrying on neeting engagements or
active defense operations.. P

As a rule, tank armies cariied out meeting engagements, which now
are still more typical than in the past, with the development of an
offensive in operational depth and in the culminating stage » and only
sometimes at the beginning of an operation. Such engagements were dis- -
tinguished by decisiveness » dynamic guality, and variety of methods of
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The attainment of success in them was mainly made possible by the timely
discovery of the advencing encmy groups, forestalling them in deployment,
and inflicting attacks by the main forces of the tank corps and armies
Trom the march on the flank of the enemy, with air and artillery support.
T

ReH With regard to defensive operations of tank armies in operational
depth, these were more often carried out with the completion of front
offensive operations, in those cases when there had not been success in
defeating the advancing ieserves of the enemy in a meeting engagement ¥

or when, according to reconnaissance data, superior forces of the enemy
were coming up to the battlefield, and further offensive had become
temporarily inadvisable. Going over to the defensive was carried out
under difficult and strained circumstances, under heavy pressure from

the air and land forces of ‘the enemy, on ground which has not been organ-
ized by the engineers, and in a limited period of time. Simultaneously
the tank armies carried out g regrouping with the gim of creating a power-
ful grour for the defeat of the enemy. Thus it was in the conduct of
defensive operations of 5th Guards and 6th Tank Armies on the external
front of encirclement of the enemy in the Korsz.m'*Shevchenkobskiy opera-
tion; of the lst and 3rd Guards and the kth Tank Armies in the Sandomir
bridgehead; and other cases. In the course of such defense, tank armies
carried on active, including offensive s operations with a part of the
forces. For example, in the Sandomir bridgehead, while repulsing counter-
attacks of the enemy, the tank armies undertook decisive offensive ac-

tions, and even surrounded and destroyed parts of the enemy's counter-
attacking groups.

Under present conditions carrying out defensive actions has become
extremely complicated, primarily because of the use of nuclear weapons
by the enemy, creating an extensive zone of destruction and radioactive
contamination of the terrain. Tt will be necesgsary to eliminate the
consequences of the nuclear strikes of the enemy and to replace those units
which have been greatly weakened, or reinforce them. Under these condi-
tions, previous experience in carrying out defensive actions by tank
armies, both independently and jointly with units of combined-arms ar-
mies, has, in cur opinion, only relative value.

Experience has shown that an important condition for successful
operations of tank armies in operational depth is their organized entry
into battle. And it was not Just chance that in many operations a good
deal of time was spent in preparation for this entry into battle -- &t
least several days (Tank and Mechanized Forces in the Offensive Opera- ' -
tions of the Red Army, A Collection of Articles, Voyenizdat, 1945, p 72.)
Ve always strove to breal through the defense just with infantry divisions
of combined-arms armies, with artillery and air support, and to commit

the tank armies to battle after the whole tactical zone had been overcome.

P
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Apﬁfﬁéﬁgsﬁ?{o%%ll?f?r? his way of commitment to battle was the more expedient
to the extent that the tank aruics were able immcdiately to move out
into operational space and quickly develop a headlong offensive in great
depth.

At the same time, most frequently tank armies were committed to
battle with the participation of their forces in the completion of the
brealkthrough of the tactical zone or even the main zone of defense of
the enemy. This, undoubtedly, was a less desireable version, but we
cannot, in our opinion, only evaluate it negatively. This version of
committing tank armies to action was often completely appropriate to
the circumstances which had arisen, when the infantry divisions, because
of lack of close-infantry-support tanks and the existence of a strongly
fortified, echeloned-in-depth defense nof +the encuy, were unable to break
through it in  a short beriod. And if the break-through was delayed,
this inevitably used up time which the enemy tock advantage of to increase
his efforts in his threatened sectors. This why the effort to cormit
tank armies to battle only after the breach of ‘the tactical zone of de-
fense by the infantry, in certain circumstances often led to a delay in
cormitment of the tank armies and to undesirable consequences. Thus
it was, for example, with the Yth Tank Army in the Orel operation: de-
lay in bringing in the tank forces for completion of the breakthrough
cnabled the enemy to get organized after the first attacks of our forces
and again to set up a strong defense. Naturally there could be no thought
of any success of the operations of a tank army in those circumstences 3
since it was unable not only to exploit a success, but evem to complete
a brealkthrough of the defense 5 actually, it had to start all over sgain.

In noting the necessity and expediency in many cases of having a
part of ‘the forces of the tank armies participate in the completion of
& breakthrough, we do not have in mind the prematuve commitment of all
their forces, as happened, for example, in the Berlin operation, in which
the 1st and 2nd Guards Tank Armics could not be separated from the com-
bined-arms armies and had to operate jointly with them during the whole
operation. To be sure, the strongly fortified defense of the enemy in
the Berlin sector had a great effect on the operations of ocur forces in
that operation. But just the Same, in our opinion it was not necesgary
to commit all the forces of both tank armies within the limits of the
r.ain zone.

One of the most interesting and instructive examples was the com-
nitnent to combat of the 3rd Guards and the bth Tank Armies in the L'vov-
Sondomir operation. By the time of their entry into the zome of the
lst Ukvainian Front there had been created a difficult situation, ag
follows: it had been pogsible to accomplish a breakthrough of the en-
ceny's defense at the beginning of the operation only in the zone of
the 60th Army, with the front of the enemy breached in only & narrow
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front. By this time the enemy, continually intensifying his resistance ,
had begun to bring up his immediate operational reserves. As a result
there arose a threat of the disruption of the offensive operation of

the front. In these circumstences ‘the commander of the forces of +the
Lfront made, in our opinion, a bold and correct decision: to move into
the gap not only the 3rd Guards Army, which had been pre-designated for
this, but also the 4th Tank Army (the latter it had been intended to send
into action to the left, in the zone of the 38th Army's offensive).

In addition, the front air forces (fnd Air Army) were skillfully util-
ized to assure the development of taie operation; they struck massed blows
at the Koltuvskays and Plugskaya gioups of the enemy .

The results were soon apparent: +the enemy did not expect this and
was stunned. By decisive actions, both tank armies, and the cavalry-
and-mechanized group which had been brought in here, with a part of its
forces, Jjointly with the infantry corps of the 60th Army, finally broke
the resistance of the enemy, swiftly completed a breakthrough of all
his tactical defense and rushed on to operational depth. The develop-
ment of the success was so swift that in Just two days the immediate
operational reserves of the enemy were defeated and = large group of his
forces were surrounded in the Brody region.

The infantry divisions, with air support, were given responsible
nmissions for providing for the entry of the tank armies into action.
They were to hold this famous "Koltuva corridor”, while being fired on
from both sides by the enemy, repulse his counter-agttack, and then uti-
lize the success of the tank armies for exploitation of the success s and
take part together with them in the encirclement and destruction of
strong groups of the eneny.

Anti-aircraft defense (PVO) was of great importance for the opera-
tions of tank armies in operational depth. Obviously, now, too, PVO
will to a large extent determine the success of an offensive of tank
armies in the course of the operation. This relates especially to fighter
aircraft.

Successful operations of tank armies in operationsal depth was to
a great extent determined by the organization of coordination. The
high rates of ddvance of tank armies s their maneuvering, and the rapid
change in the situation exercise a decisive influence on coordination.
This was the reason for the use of the most varied forms of their coor-
dination with combined-arms armies, air forces, neighboring tank armies
or cavalry-and-merchanized groups, and of coordination between elements
cf the operational formation of the tank armies themselves.
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Tivrst operational echelon of the enemy's defensc, the tank armies usually
operated jointly with combined-arms armies and the tank and mechanized.
corps assigned to them. During this time ‘tactical coordination was main-
tained bLetween them. However, on the fifth or gixth day of the opera-
tion they were, as a rule » Separated from the main forces of the combined-
arms armies by 40 to 50 kilometers » and by the end of the operation,

by 70 to 100 kilometers. A+ +his stage of the operation there wag between
them operational coordination.

There is not doubt that under present~day conditions coordination
between tank groups, and also with motorized infantry in the course of
an operation, may be tactical and operational. Therefore the value of
the experience of organizing and maintaining the coordination of tank
armies is unquestionable. A% ‘the same time, now tank groups would have
to coordinate not only with air forces and neighboring units s but also
with rocket forces. The complicated conditions of combat woald require
more often than formerly the establishment of coordination, which the
eneny would very often be able to break up.

In the experience of the use of tank armies, there became evident
the necessity of dependable artillery support of their operations in
operational depth. This arose from the fact that having in their composi~
tion self-propelled artillery and tank destroyer regiments was clearly
inadequate. Temporary assignment for +this purpose in a number of cases
of artillery units of combined-arms armies (for the period of artillery
support of the tank armies in immediate operational depth) did not ful-
i1l the mission (In the L'vov-Sandemir operation 122 mm and 152 mm gun
artillery battalions were assigned for this purpose; in the Vistula-Oder
operation there were created spedial groups of artillery support accord-
ing to the number of corps of tank armieso)c Besides, this artiliery
remained subordinate to the combined-aims armies, since because of its
Poor mobility it could not follow along with the tanks. The artillery
of the RVCGK [Reserve of the Supreme High Conmand | s although by the end
of 1943 it was converted to mechanical traction, likewise could not
completely meet the needs of +the tank armies, since it had considerably
less mobllity than the tanks. TFor achieving dependable artillery support
of the operations of tank armies in operational depth there was required
the creation of 3 sufficient quantity of fast-moving artillery and the
inclusion of it in +the composition of the tank armies. But to the very
end of the war this wez not done.

The air forces played the main role in securing the operations of
tank armies in operational depth. It was the main means of their support
in the exploitation of a success. The air forces psrticipated in protect-
ing cntry of the tank armies into combat, covered them from the air, and,
delivered attacks on the advancing reserves of the enemy in the zones
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the forces of the air armics of the fronts were attached to the command-
crs of tank armies -- usually one ground support and one fighter corps
to each. in addition, in the interests of carrying out the missions

of tenk armies, by decision .r ‘the commanders of troops of the fronts,
bombing planes were also used, inciuding night bombers.

Under modern conditions a decigive means of defeating the enemy
in an operation is nuclear weapons and rocket troops, which Pirst of
all would be used to strike blows which are also in the interests of
tank groups. At the some time, alr power also must Dbe consldered one
of the effective means of protecting these groups, especially when they
are operating at great distances away. Here there must be congldered
and creatively used the experience of +the organization of cooperation
of tank armies with air forces and the coordination of their operations
according to missions, time, and space. At the command posts of the
commanders of tank armies there were, as a rule, operational groups of
the headquarters of air corps (divisions) » Or their commanders themselves,
with the means necessary for the control of the air units and communica-
tion with their base air fields. This permitted tank army commanders
to sumon air support directly, omitting extra channels, which facilitated
more operational use of them in accordance with the situation. And now,
too, there can be no doubt that tanlk groups, especially large ones, will
be supported by air forces.

Besides; under modern conditions it is necessary to organize and
maintain on & fairly lerge scale coordination of tank and motorized in-
fantry groups with air-borne forces, which, in our opinion, will be used
very extensively in battles and operations.

The development during World War II of means of combat; and partic-
ularly of tanks, inevitably led to the need to create new means and use
new methods of supply of materiel and technical equipment to the troops.
The participation of large masses of tanks in operations, the increase
in the volume and weight of supply loads, and the rapid increase in the
hauling distances, together with the slow restoration of the railroads
in comparison with the advances of the troops, made especially difficult
‘the rear supply of the tank armies during their exploitation of a success.
According to World War IT experience, the average daily fuel and ammuni-
tion requirenent of a tank army of medium strength was 600-70Q tons.

To satisfy this requirement it was necessary to provide, for a distance
of 200-300 kilometers s 270-300 trucks with loads.

The difficulty in supplying tank armies during their operations in
operaticnal depth due to the greatly extended lineg of supply adversely
affected the tempos, and consequently, the results of the operation.
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Tt mugt be sadid that Lhe divection of tank armics opcratirig in
opcrational depth became the more diffLeult the more separated they
were.  VWhen the distances were very great, even the vadios availlable
at that time did not malke Possible dependable direction, and they had
to limit themselves to mobile means, muinly communications planea (ro-2).
In thesc circun stances, Crecquently advance command posts of the fronts
were cstablished in addition to the main command posts., Control of no-
bile forces became still more difficult when in the compogition of the
Lront there were geveral tank armies, operating not
but as scveral, and iu addition, cavalry-and-mechanized groups and sep-
arate tank and mechanized corps. Control within tank armies was car-

ried out from army command points by radio and by mobile means of communi. -
cation.

a3 one common group,

With regard to scparate tank and mechanized covps, although in most
cascs they operated. successfully, in my opinion their use cuteide the
compesition of the tanl: armics was not always expedient. For example,
when these corps (L have in mind corps subordinated to the front) operated
in the same zectors as the tank armies, it would have been better to have
included them in the compogiltion of the latter, as was done in the JaEsy-
Kishinev operation, Originally the mobile forces of the 2nd Ukrainian
Front in this operation operated as three independent groups:s the 6th
Tank Ammy. 2 cavalry-and~-mechans zeAd group, and the 18th Tanik Corps, which
had the mizsion of advane ing on the flank of the tank srmy. Marshal R.
Yo. Malinovskiy, commander of the Front, it seems to us, was entirely
correct in deciding to subordinate this corps to the &th Tank Army,
which undoubtedly facilitated the direction of ‘the mobile forces. If
this corps had comtinucd to operate outzide the compogition of the tank
. arny, this would have dissipated the effortz of the mobile forces of

the front, weakened their striking power and operational independence,
and complicated the command. Inclusion of the scparate tank end mechanized
corps subordinate to the fiont iy the bank armies created more power -
fvl tank groups, all the more beecause some tank simies had in their own
composition a total of two corps each.

Also it was not always expedient to attach the tank and mechanized
corps to the combined-sims armies, espezially on the main sectors of
the front where one » Or even two, tank armies wewve operating. We are
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TObilc groups of the armics, which are the army cchelons for exploita-
tion of a success., Thelr existence was fully justified in those cases
when therce were no tank amies in the front or they were being used on
other axes. On these axes the tank and mechunized corps of combined-
ams armics operated, as a rule, Jointly with the tank armies, essentially
in the immediate interests of the front operations (and their missions
were assigned them most often by the commander of the front). At the
same time, when ‘these corps were greatly separated from the infantry
soyedineniya, control and support of them by the commanders of the com-
bined-arms armies became Ppractically impossible, inasmuch as in the
armies there were not +the appropriate means.

It seems to us that in many cages it would have been expedient to
transfer these tank and mechanized corps, too, under the tank armies.
There was also the rossibllity of creating from these corps several
additional tank armies, which undoubtedly wonld stil). further have in-
creased the combat capabilities of the froont ob'yed ineniya and the de-
cisiveness and speed of their offensive operatious.

Creatively studying the rich and comprehensive experience of the
combat operations of armored forces in World War II, it is necessary to
consider that "in a nuclear-rocket war, if the aggressors manage to start
one, the role and importance of the tank forces not only will not dimin-
ish, but on tae contrary will become even more important. This is pri-
marily because the combat capabilities of the tank, as a powerful instru-
ment of warfare, have increased and enable the tank forces most effectively
to take advantege of results of nuclear strikes."(R. Ya. MALINOVSKIY.
"The 20th Anniversary of the Jassy-Kishinev Operation and the Liberation
by the Soviet Army of the Peoples of Southeast Furope from the Yoke of
Fascist Occupation." Voyennay Mysl', No 7, 1964, p 15.)

Vorld War II experience has shown that tank armies, correctly used
as echelons in the composition of the front for the exploitation of a
Success, were one of the most important means of successfully solving
the problem of carrying out offensive operations at high speeds in com-
paratively short periods. The use of tank armies in operations of World
War II made it possible to accumilate rich and varied experience of -their
operations in the conduct of operations in depth. Mastery of this exper-
ience has cnabled Soviet military thought to arrive at important conclu-
sions regarding the use of armored and mechanized forces.

It has been recognized that armored and mechanized. forces, organized
into tank armies, corps, brigades and regiments, were the means which,
in cooperetion with other arms, made it possible to successfully over-
come the resistance of the enemy at the beginning and in the course of
an operation, quickly increase the effort in the region of s breakthrough,
and develop a success gt rapid tempos. The enemy, on the defensive. wag
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ving up in time his operatlonsl snd strategic reserves to the arca

of the breekthrcugh. The tanlk oimics committed to action and the mobilc
groups of the combined-arms armies » opcrating in opcrational depth, in-
Tlicted defeat on thege rescrves, as a rule, from the march, and destroyed
them piccemeal. The usge of tank ormies on the axes of the main blows
greatly increased the scopc of the offensive operations of fronts and

made more decisive, with high maneuverebility and vchemence.

A1l these important changes in the nature of operations of World
War II, brought anout by the massed use of armored Torces » were ‘taken
into account in the later theoretical generalization of their experience.
It is true that qualitative changes in ground troops, as in the armed
Torces as a whole, have required the working out of new forms and methods
of the organization and conduct of an operation, as well as refining
those established during the last war. Tn +the development of military
theory, the experience of the war has been used almost completely for
the solution of practical problems in *the field of training the armed
Fforces.

Thus, the operational echelons for the development of a sguccess
have remained as before » although their functions have been transferred
to second operational echelons »> Which it has become poseible to make
completely mobile.

The operations of tank forces in operational depth, just as during
tle war, have been foreseen as being separate from the infantry soyedineniys,
at rapid tempos, and with extensive maneuvering of forces, equipment and
fire in the course of the offensgive. Even the basic missions carvied out
by troops of the tank armies and their methods of operations in opera~-
tional depth have continued to remsin acceptable.,

Ve emphasize again that the combat experience of the tank forces B
acquired in the operations of the past war, is also of definite interest
under pregent-day conditions, despite the radical changes which have taken
Place in the armament and technical equipment of the various branches of
the amed forces, and also in the conditions and methods of carrying on
war and operstionsg. It should not be a matter, of course, of mechsni-
cally copying the forms and methods of operations of tank forces and,,

‘n particular, of tank avnies, but of those brinciples which, applied
©o conditions of modern warfare (nuclear and non-nuclear) reguire appro-
priate changes, but which in Principle may be retained or be further
developed.

Now all ground troops are completely motorized and mechanized, and
amply supplied with a great gquantity of tanks; therefore, there may be
no need specially to have mobile echelons for the development of a suc-
ccss, as there was in the past. But, as we have been saying. in modern
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opcrations, one or more large tank groups may be also used to operate.
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groups and tank forces in the past, there will undoubtedly be some sim-
ilarity. Moreover, the individual elements of combat experience mey
prove to be useful also for modern conditions. This has to do with both
the first and the second echelons, called upon following nuclear strikes,
and taking advantage of their results, te swiftly exploit the success

to the whole depth of the opcration. In many cases, undoubtedly, the
gecond echelons and the reserves will prove to be the main jueans of
exploiting a success in operations, and their operations will have still
more in common with the operations of echelons for the development of

& success which were used during the last war.

In the new conditions of armed combat there Wwill be further devel- ,
opment of such methods of operations of tank forces as the advance on
separate axes, in separation from the rest of the forces. Especially
important may be the separation of the advancing eroups (not only tank,
but also motorized infantry) on the axis of our nuclear strikes. Utiliz-
ing the results of +these effectively, the advancing forces on thege axes
can swif'tly exploit the success at very high tempos.

The experience of extensive maneuvering by tank forces during an
operation, of their rapid renetration to a great depth into the positions
of the enemy, taking adventage of breaks and gaps in his operational
formation -- this experience, too, we believe, has not lost its importance.
Under modern conditions, the importance of maneuver and of its combina-
tion with the strikes of troops will still further increase. This is
because of the unprecedented power of nuclear weapons, the great increase
in the number of tanks in the composition of ground trcops, and the

sharp qualitative change in their combat characteristics, and also the

new structure of forces.

Some elements of the combat experience of tank forces in principle
retain their importance in modern meeting engagements and battles, in
the pursuit of a retreating enemy, forcing water barriers from the march,
and also operations for the disruption of the enemy's lines of communi-
cetion, and disorganization of his command and the work of his rear.

It should also be noted that it was the mobile forces, primarily the
soyedineniya of the tank armies and tank and mechanized corps, in the
operations of the last war which initiated such actions as the advance . ,
of troops in approach march and march formations, without dismounting
by the motorized infantry, firing directly from the combat vehicles on
‘the march.

As we have said before, the experience of air suprort of tank ar-
mies is of great importance for modern operations. Of course now, sup-
port of tank groups and of edvencing forces as a whole will be looked,
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at In o completely different woy, due to the usc of nyclear weapons,
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impossible to do without the operations of -the air forces using conven-
‘tional (non—nuclcar) ammunition, both in a nuclear as well as in a non-
nuclear war.

In our opinion, much that is useful can be found in the experience
of control of tank srmy troops in an offensive in operational depth.
It is true that now the means and methods of the control of troops can-
not at all be compared with <the rast. We have in mind the availabil:ity
of high quality means of communication, the" use of mobile command posts,
the ever greater introduction into the process of control of means of
mechanization and automatization, etc. Therefore, we must take into ac-
count, Tinally, that the control of troops now has become quite differ-
ent.

It has not been our aim to examine completely all the possibilities
of utilizing the experience of the combat use and operations of tank
armies in the last war. Unquestionably, each case calls for new decisions
as compared with the past, decisions that correspond to new means of
combat, and the new character and methods of carrying out modern opera-
tions. _ut it is also evident that there is much from the past exper-
jence thit is also useful for present-day conditions.
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SOVIET MILITARY ESTARLISIMINT

‘ by Maj Gen M. NOVOKIIATKO, Col P. GALOCHKIN
CPYRGHT and Col I. TIMOSHCHENKO

The Soviet Armed Forces have a glorious combat history. They
now represent a first-class, modern army, which is a threat to all ;
cnemiles of peace, democracy, and Communism, and a rcliable shicld
protecting the freedom-loving peoples against attacks by aggressors.
This is the force which will inevitably defeat the aggressors if they
should commit an sct of insanity and stert a new war.

, The leadership of the Communigt Party is the decisive source

of strength and Invincibility of our army and the principal foundation
of the Soviet military establishment. This leadership is evident

from the fact that all Scviet military development is based on our
rarty policy and ideology and on the bagic instructions of the party.

Commanders, political organs, and party organizations directly
implement party policy in the army. The role of the party and its
organizations has increased considerably, since the national and
international military tasks have grown and become more complex,
the role of troop morale in relation to the course and result of
armed struggle has increased in importance, and the requirements
Tor combat readiness of troops have become more complex. Therefore,
the CPSU Program includes a requirement for the further strengthening
of the party's leading role in the army and of the organizing and
guiding influence of party organizations.

It is natural, therefore, that each new publication on party
leadevship of the army and on the development of military party or-
gonizations attracts the attention of officers and of all Soviet
readers. Among the books devoted to the development of the Soviet
Armed TForces, readers will undoubtedly note the monograph by Col.

Yu. P. PETROV, Professor, Doctor of Historiecal Sciences, entitled
Pertiynoye stroitel'stvo . Sovetskoy Armii i Flote. Deyatel'nost! .
KP55 po sozdaniyu i ukrepleniyu politorganov, partiynykh i komsomol'-

skikh organizatsiy v Vooruzhennykh Silakh, 1918-1061 gg. (Party ’
Structure in the Soviet Army and Navy. CPSU Activi

‘ties in Forming and
Strengthening Political Organs and Party and Komsomol Organizations

in the Armed Forces, 1918-1961); Voyenizdat, Moscow, 196k, 512 pages.

The author has undertaken +o describe the activities of the
Communist Party in forming and strengthening political organs and
party and Komsomol organizations in the Soviet Army and Navy (page 8).
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The book under review will undoubtedly occupy an important placc
,in the literaturc on party history. It represcents the first attempt
to examinc, in detail » the vast practical expericnce of the CPSU in
building party organizations during almost the entire historical
period of the Soviet Armed Forces (1918-1961).

The book consists of a brief introduction, four chepters, and
a conclusion. Tue book dizscusscs » in proper sequence, the principal
activities of the party in the formation of political organs and
party organizations during the ycars of foreign military interven-
tilon and the Civil War; the development of political organs, and party
and. Komsomol organizations during the period of peaceful socialist
wiilding; the strengthening of political organs, and party and Kom-
somol organizations in the years of the Great Patriotic War; and po-
litical organs, and party and Komsomol organizations during the final
period of the building of socialism.

In addition to generally known sources > the author has made ex-
tensive usc of archival documents which characterize the manifold
activities of the party in cstablishing and strengthening the Soviet
Army. The book cites some decisions and instructions of the Central
Committee of +he party and dircctives of the Matin Political Adminis-
tration concerning tasks of party development in the Sovies Army and
Liavy, which had not been included previously in historical literature.

The cntire work is permeated by the idea of the leading and or-
ganizing role of the Conmunist Party in the building and strengthen-
ing of ue Soviet Armed Forces. It is shown on the basis of extensive
factual material how the party and its Central Committee, in accordance
vith the international and internal situation and in line with combat
and service conditions of the Soviet Armed. FPorces, developed the strive-
ture of party organizations and political organs and perfected the
forms and methods of their orgenizational and educational work.

The facts cited in the book indicate what exceptional importance
V. I. Lenin attributed to party-political work in the Red Army. Ho
participated in the elaboration of important problems of party leader-
. ship in the army and he corresponded regularly with many members of
- revolutionary military councils of the fronts and armies, and with
political workers of divisions. In his reports and speeches, Lenin
brought out and substantiated the principles of party leadership of
the aimed forces of a socialist state. The whole content of these
principles is permeated by the idea that the Communist Party is the
principal source of strength of the Red Army and Navy and that it
represents their organizer, leader > and educator. At the same time
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who deviated from the line of the Central Committce in matters of
nilitary organization. Lenin severely criticized and exposed the
"military opposition," whose views and actions were based on the po-
sition of "leftist Communists," opposing the conclusion of the Brest’
beace treaty and dogmatically advocating the conduct of g revolution-
ary partisan war.

As the readers will see, the Central Committee and V. I. Lenin J
fought just as resolutely against the adventurous line of Trotskiy,

vho tried to weaken party influence in the army and, finally, to. iso-
late the Soviet Armed Forces from the Communist Party.

Tt is probably the first time that such a detailed discussion
has been presented in our literature concerning the struggle of army
Cormunists against the erroneous views of the so-called "inner army
opposition" (the Belorussian and Tolmachev group), which opposed the
prarty line concerning one-man command in 1927-1928 and which essen-
tially represented the views of +the "military opposition" denounced
at the 8th Party Congress. The book cites documents expressing the
firm support by army Communists of the Leninist line in the struggle
against various factional froups which tried to distort, shake, or
weaken the Leninist principles of party leudership in the Soviet Armed.
Ferces. Army Comnunists, together with the whole party, waged the strug-
gle against Trotskyism as a vevision of Leninism, and exposed the
anti-Marxist, petty bourgeois character of Trotskyism. This struggle
strengthened the rarty organizations of the Army and Navy and joined
the ranks of the Red Army masses around these organizations.

The book under review includes a more complete discussion than
any previously published historical literature of military problems
coevered by decisions of party congresses, especially the 8th and 10th
congresses. The author correctly emphasizes that the decisions of the
10th Pariy Congress on nilitary matters "have become the program of
rcz;ganization of the Red Army and Navy in the postwar period" (page
124),

The book presents a great deal of interesting material describing
‘the ranifold activities of the Central Committee, which has constantly
guilded the work of military councils, political orgens, and party
organizations. During each stage of Soviet military development,
the Central Committee elaborated and specified concrete tasks for
party organizations of the Army and Navy. During the period from
the 13th to the 1lhth Party Congress the Central Committee, at the
request and suggestion of the Pelitical Administration of the Red
Ay, examined more than 90 important problems related to the strength-
cuing of the Armed Forces and the improvement of party-political work
in them (page 206).

875R000300090005-1
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and on the degree of influence of Communists and Komsomol members in
the army, the party and its Central Committee repeatedly carried out
inportant organizational neasures aimed at strengthening prarty influence
on all aspects of army lifc. "Party mobilizations wore one of these
luportant measures. The book contains a great deal of factual material
concerning the dispateh of Communists to the army .

CPYRGHT

The author has showm how the Communists arriving in the army
cstablished closer unity within chasti and bodrazdeleniys and inspired.
che Boviet soldiers by their bersonal example and their ardent words
to perform military exploits in times of war and to carry out their
pecacetinme duties of combat and political training in an exemplary man-
ner.

The Central Committee has always shown concern for +the ideological
and organizational strengthening of all levels of the party-political
apparatus and has selected the best cadres for supervisory party work
in the Army and Navy. At various times, the Central Committee has
assigned noted men from the party and Soviet government to party-po-
litical work in the army. The book should definitely be commended
Tor the fact that it informs its readers of the activitics of many
cf these men, who were steeled in revolutionary battles under the lead-
crship of V. I. Lenin and who endured the difficulties involved in
establishing and strengthening our Army and Navy. During the period
of the Atalin personality cult » lthese names were undeservedly erased
fron the history of the Soviet Armed Torces.

In closc connection with other measures aimed at strengthening
the influence of the party in the Armed Torces, mueh importance iz
given in this work to matters rertaining to party growth and the con-
tinuous increase of party membership among Soviet Armed Forces person-
nel. The author presents a great deal of factual material to show how
‘the constant increasc of rarty membership continued to strengthen army
party organizations. Even during the Civil War and the Great Patriotic
War, when the Communists suffered great losses at the front, the mem-
bership in party organizations did not decirease but, on the contrary,
increased. Tull-fledged Party organizations existed in most of the
pod:razdeleniya.

In vicew of the fact that the qualitative improvement of party
reership has a decisive offect on the strength of the party, the
arthor has shown, with the help of Central Committec documents and
:ain Political Administration materials, how party education in the

- Ay and Navy was developed and improved at various stages, and how
practical experience was accurmilated in this field.
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man comnand in the Soviet Army and Navy @rc of considerable interest.
The author cites a number of documents in support of the fact that
the party and Central Committee repeatedly pointed out that one-man
command increases the social-political authority of command person-
nel and requires "a meximun intensification of political work and
general strengthening of barty influence in the chasti. The role of
prolitical organs, as party insti-tutions in the army, will increase
particularly in this conncetion." According to a statement of the
Central Committee in October 1921, "a real commander must be a com-
DPletely trained political leader of the Red Army messes." (KPSS o
Vooruzhennykh Silakh Sovetskogo Soyuza, shornik dokumentov 1917-1958,
The CPSU on the Armed Forces of <the Soviet Union, Collection of Docu-
ments, 1917-1958; Gospolitizdat, 1958, pages 281 and 213).

These are the merits of the book by PETROV, which may be considered
an important work on the history of party structure in the Soviet
Armed Forces. However, the book is not free of shortcomings.

In reading the book, one notices that problems of party structure
and the activities of political orgens and party organizations are
sometimes discussed by the author without tying them in with the actual
development of the Armed Forces.

In matters of organizational development, as in all of its activi-
ties, the Communist Party maintains the positions of creative Marxism.
It rejects orgenizational methods and work forms which would be appli-
cable to all times. This means that party development in the army does
not have a self-contained character. It is connected with the develop-
ment of the Armed Forces, and with the specific historical tasks which
the Armed TForces had to perform.

Only by using this approach to problems of party development
can one understand the need for changes in the organizational struc-
ture of political organs and party crgsnizations which were carried
out in the army by the Central Committee. Unfortunately, the author
of the book does not always adhere to the given and, in cur opinion,
only correct methodology. Tor example, in the last chapter, which
is devoted to party organization in postwar years » almost nothing is
said about the new stage in the development of the Soviet Armed Torces,
or about the essence of +the revolutionary changes which occurred in the
Armed Forces. However, it was during this period that the army received
rockets and nuclear weapons and that a tremendous leap forward took
Place in the development of other types of armament. Literally all
branches of the Armed Forces and all arms were changed. The technical
changes in the army led to an increase in the role of party-political
work and provided the latter with new and more complex tasks. Only
from these positions can one deeply understand the true meaning of
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political work among the troops. Unfortunately, the author has said
alnost nothing abont the developrent of the Armed Forecs themnselves
dnwing the postwar period, or about the vevolition in military affairs.
Therefore, the discussion of broblens of party organization during this
period has the appearance of being sufficient in itself. Even a de-
cisicn of the October Plenum of the Central Committee is related by
the author only *o the incorvect line of the former Minister of Defense,
Iarshal ZIUKOV.

The basic changes which occurred in military affairs objectively
deranded a new upswing of party-political worlt in the arny, vhereas
Iiarshal ZHUKOV followed the linc of cwrtailing the activities of po-
litical organs and party organizations, there reduecing the influence
ond policies of the party in the army.

Rheaders are interested not only in facts, but in a scientific
approach to their interpretation. Otherwise it is difficult to un-
derstand the complex processes comnnected with the organization of our
army, since it was necessary in a relatively short period of history
to establish one-man cormand and the institution of nilitary commissars,
and to organize primary party organizations in regiments, then in
battalions, and then again in regiments.

The ideclogical and theoretical level of the ook would have been
much higher, and its practical value would have increased, if the
aunthor had not limited hig discussion to the pericd ending in 1961 (by
the way, it is not quite clear why the year 1961 was chosen). The
chronclogical limits of the book did not permit <the author to include
a full discussion of problems of rarty organizatiocn as mentioned in
the ncw Party Program and in the decisions of the 2234 Party Congress.
The readers are entitled to cipect a discussion of these problems s
since the book was rcleased to the press in Februarvy 1964k, It has
been stressed repeatedly in barty decisions thal the principal content
and the main task of ideological work is propaganda of the CPSU Pro-

. gramn and of decisions of the 224 Party Congress. In this respect not
only the author, but also the HMilitary Publishing House permitted a

Scrious error.

It is Imown that Yu. P. PETROV has alrcad;” published two books
cii this subjeet, one of which discussed party organizotion in the vears
1918-~1920, and the other diring the period 1921--1¢L0. f course,
the anthor did not mechanically combine the first “we Locks into one
new Lonk. He introduced +he biroper corrections and additions, and elimi-—
nated all traces of the personality cult from his writings. The new
hock was supplemented with two new chapters; covering the past 25 years
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of the development of our Armed Iorees. Sc it is cven less compre~
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GHT :in fy without using any of the materials of the 224 Party Congress.

A book of this type, published atter the 22d Party Congress, should
have included not only questions of party organlzation during the
Gureat Patriotic War and in the rostwar years (until 1961), but also
an analysis of the 22d Party Congress decisions concerning matlers of
party organization in the army and the strengthening of its combat
power.

The author should also have pointed out his own errors and short-
. comings, which occurred in his works published in 1952 and 1954. In
his introduction, he stated that he was able to present a more precise
discussion of a number of problems of Soviet military orgenization
(page 8) 5 however, he did not specify which problemns he was referring
to, even though his books were used to propagendize problems of party
organization in our army among officers.

It should also be mentioned that the author has arbitrarily de-

. Tined the period of development which our country is now experiencing.
As 1t is Inown, it was stated at the 21st Party Congress that the USSR
has entered upon a period of large-scale building of Communism. The
author named his last chapter: "Political organs » and party and Kom-
somol organizations during the period of completion of the building
of socialism." Chronologically, this chapter discusses events from
1946 to 1961, which belong to different periods, i.e., the restoration

- and development of national economy (1946-1953), the period of the
vpswing of national economy, and the period of large-scale buillding

. of Communism.

A very important question in the Pproblem under discussion is the
relationship between the one-man commander und the party organization.
A correct understanding of this guestion has a decisive effect on the
activities of a commander, as well as of a party organizetion. In our
opinion, the author hag on the whole solved this problem correctly,
but he sometimes permits deviations from the generally accepted views
concerning the relationship between a one-man cornander and a party
organization. He gtated in several places that auring the 1930's
"a real one-man commender was not only the political leader of a
podrazdeleniye, chast', or soyedineniye, but also the party leader...
A real one-man commander (as well as his assistant for political affairs)
was the representative of a higher party organ in the corresponding
chasti and soyedineniya; +this was one of the special features of party
structure” (pages 200-201).
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109, dlsenss watters pobaininge Lo parby transgressions Ly conmande s
ol gepacate chasbia not dn Lhe peinwe, pu-ly ovgoanasoltion, bol dn Lhe
poerty conlocion attached to the leigher political ovpan by deedsion
off the latter's cehiet.s Phe arthor cxplained this by the peendiaritics
oif party stmetire, according bo which "a conmander (party wembe:rr)
and hiig depnty for polibilcol alfairvs were ondowed with the »ights of
pecty leaders, i addition to thelr administrative Donetiong” (poge
W),  Gpeaking of the u"LaMil clivent of onc-man comand in 1942, the
avrthor cuphasized Lhat "o comeander, who was a pawty member, supervised
not only the political bub also the entire purty wouk" (page 375).

Is this formulation corrent? Ve do not think so. It is not
nentioned anywhere in the decisions of the Cential Committee concern-
ing one-man command that commanders are representatives of o higher
porty organ, nor that they ave leadevs of a party organization.

Natirally, a commoader carvies ont the policy of the party, but
docs ‘this mean that he is the rvepresentative of o higher party organ?
Dees this not crasc the diffevences bebwecen a commander, on one side,
and for ciiample, a commissar or chief of political scetion, on the othew
gide? EBven though party vrganizations in *the army opervate under spe-
cific conditions, they do remain parts of our party. ALl of their
activitics, as those of a voluntary organization, arce based on Leninist
vrgenizational principles and Lenlnist norms of party life. The lead-
ng principle of the organizational structurc of party ovganizations
15 the principle of democratic centralism. However, 1€ we endow o
onc-rman commander with the rights of party organization lcader, we
would violate this basic principle of the organizational strncture
of the paitly and would immediatcly place the commandcer above a pavrty
orgenizotion.

The work of party organizotions in the army is supcrvisced by

an clected party organ, i.e., the Central Committce, through the iain
Poclitical Administration, operating with the right of a scction of
the Central Comnittee. The political organ of a soyedineni)e exer-

scs dirvecet snpervision over the work of party organizutions in the
soycdineni;ye. This principle has always been strcesgsed in all direc-
tives of the Central Commiittee conecerning the worl: of axwy- part; o~
genicatlions, which wee cilted OJ the author in his book» it wos stated
1 the 1919 instructions that "the general supervision over the activi-
tles of all Nusslian Communist Pairty cells, and the organication of
nolitical cducation work in chasti of divisions, is cntivsted to po-
1litical scctions of the divisions" (page 105).




BAANAT AN opted at’ The 1h-th Party Congress, include the

Following statement: e general supervision of porty work in the
aed Aemy and Red Navy is carriled out by the Political Administration
of the Workers' and Peasants' Ted Army, functioning as a military
seetion of the Central Committee. The Political Adminlstrotion car-
wies out dts supervisory work through political sections appointed
by the Administration (political sections of fronts, districts, fleets,
armics, divisilons, and nilitaxy commissariaets), aud through party
commissions clected at the proper army conferences" (KPSS v rezolyut-
siyakh i resheniyalkh s'yezdov, konferentsiy i pPlenumov TsK, The CPSU
in Resolutions and Decisions of Congresses, Conferences and Plenums
of the Central Committee, Part 1I, Gospolitizdat, 195k, page 25M).

It is stated in the Instruction of CPSU organizations in the
Soviet Army and Navy, approved by the Central Committee CPSU on 27 April
1957, that party organizations of chasti and ships are supervised by
the appropriate political orgens, and that commanders scek the support
of a party organization and guide the latter's activities for the
purposc of a successful performance of combat tasks (Paragraph 2).

The system of supervising party organizations hasg been established
by the CPSU Statutes, adopted at the 224 Congress, as well as by tae
Regulation Concerning Political Organs.

The Instructions approved by the Central Committee CPSU on 17 Jan-
vary 1963 indicate that party organizations in the Army and Navy are
supervised by the appropriate political crgans and party committees,.:
The Instructions clearly state the relationship between a commander
and a party organization. A commander, who is a CPSU member, seeks
the support of the party organization in his work and guides its ac-
tivities toward the fulfillment of combat tasks. A commander, who is
a non-party member, cnly secks the support of the party drganization

in the performance of such tasks. (Paragraph 2).

The problem concerning the relationship between a commander and
& party organization should have been deeply analyzed by the author
with the help of party divcctives. A deviation from the established
views in this matter may lead to the practical result that individual
comnanders, who are politically not sufficiently trained, would not
always be able to establish a correct relationship with a party organiza-
tion; they night assume "burcaucratic attitudes” or try to give orders
to the party organization.

The author's interpretation of forms of one-man command should
also be made more precisec. Speaking of the establishment of one-man
cormand, in October 19h2, the author stated that "aftern establishing
complete one-man command in podrazdeleniya, chasti, and soyedineniya,
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form of leadership on an operational level, l.e., military councils
of frouts, avmics, and distiicts" (page 376). A simllor idea is re-
peated on page 507.

Lssentially, PETROV maintains the same point of view as that

', cxpressed by 5. NAYDA: "... Dby the cnd of the Civil War the practice
of troop leadership clearly conficmed that the bagic principle of
cont ol over a podrazdeleniyc, chast', or soycdineniye, must be one-
man cormand, while larger army units should be uvnder collective con-
trel In the form of military councils of armies and fronts... The
(realt Patriotic War confimmed that this combination form of troop con-
trol is the only correct one umder modern conditions" (8. F. NAYDA,

0 nckotorykh voprosakh istorii grazhdanskoy voyny v SSSR, Scme Ques-
ti()m of History of the Civil War in the USSR, Voyenizdat, 1958, page
22).

We cannot agree with this statement. The party decisions do not
nolie any mention of a "combined" form of troop leadership. One-man
cormand presupposcs consideration of other persons' opinions and of the
experience gained by subordinates, party organizations, and political
organs .

Soviet one-man command does not contradict the principle of col-
leetivity; it successfully combines the authority of a commander with
the will of the collective.

The CPSU Program states that onc-man command is the most impor-
tant principle in the structuve of the Soviet Arvried Forces., The exist-
énce of military councils on an operational and strategic level is one
of the manifestations of that party principle according to which one-
man command is carried out on these levels of ouxr army's organizational
structure.

One must also draw attention to the unevenness of the Scientific
level in individual chapters. While the chapters relating to the
J years 1918-1941 were written on the basis of thorough rescarch, the
chapters concerning the Great Patriotic War and the postwar period are
largely of a descriptive character. The book gives o superficial dis-
. cussicn of the prescent stage in the building of the Scviet Armed IForces
? and in the work of political organs and party organizotions. The author
vestricts himself to repeating the most Important decisions of the
Ccentral Committee CPSU, which pertain to a given problem, and he often
Tails to introduce new idcas in a scientific mannicr. The descriptivencss
of the last two chapters did not enable him to explain the deep in-
tenal processes, which took place in the work of awrmy party organiza-

e

tions, althongh many new and interesting facets of the work of army
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vty organizations had o 201 NEEsT0B 75803t 0 cnum of the
RGHTC cAntproved ariRelease %?%0’8&?? ds@.@ig@%msc o:r:'ggggg%%is has changed
considerably. At present about 50 to 60 percent of members of party
orgonizations in many chasti arc gsoldlers and scrgeants. The struc-
ture of party organizations has algo changed. Public pPrinciples in
party work are developing rapidly; intraparty democracy is continuing
to develop; and the role and influence of party organizations have in-
creased. The party organizations of troops have accumulated a great deal ‘
of practical experilence in fulfilling the requirements of the Instruc-
tions, i.c., in toking a deep interest in and having an active influ-
ence on all aspeets of the life and activities of podrazdeleniya and
chasti. These and other aspects of the work of porty organizations
arc treated by the author in a cursory manner, which is disappointing
to the readers.

We would also like to draw the author's attention to some specific
shortcomings. It is difficult for the reader to remember, from the
text of the book, the many reorganizations which ‘took Place in the
rarty-political apparatus during a period of more than 40 years. The
book should have included. the structure of political organs in the form
of definite diagrams. Certain questions require additional explana-
tion. We would like to refer, for example, to the so-called political
secretariats (page 105), which existed in 1919 and were later abolished
(page 138). It is not clear to the reader how the Stalin personality
cult manifested itself at the time when the Political Administrations
(sections) were transformed into administrations of bolitical r.opagenda
(page 358). One also has to ponder over the question as to how Zhukov

- restricted the rights of party organizations in the army (page 463).
Here, by the way, it would have been a good idea to comment on Zhukov's
order issued in May 1956, which "introduced burcavcratic administra-
tion into the supervision of party organizations, placcd commanders
in opposition to political workers, and caused unhealthy relation-
ships and dissension between them" (page 463).

It is not at all clear to the reader why socialist competition
ir. the Army and Navy was abolished (page 336). The author also fails
to provide an answer to the question whether the practical relation-
ship betwe:n the Political Administration and the Main Administration
of Political Education wag correct in the 1920's, at which time the
supcrvision of political education work in the Army and Navy was en-
trusted to the Main Administration of Political Education, while the

chief of the Main Political Administration was also a member of the ,
Main Administration of Political Education with the rights of deputy
chairman.

The author made usc of many archival documents, which is a posi-
tive aspect of the book. However, it is not clear why the author,
in substantiating certain bagic brinciples, refers not to archival

8L



T Approveshkor-RBelease 2000/08

documents but to ar‘biczo%g: BI)A- _ T %H&%Uoémﬂ:ﬁ) _In e.).cpla.:i,l.l..
ormatlion of a conciliation comission at
the 8th Party Congress » Tor the purposc of arciving al o gingle rego-
Lotion on a military matter, the anthor does not refcr to the steno-
graphic record of the congress » but to an article by KU%'MIN (page T4).
Oich references are made quite frequently. For a serious scientific
worll this approach 1s ‘too supcrficial. By the way, works of a mono-
graphic character should invariably be accompanicd by lists of biblio-
grophic and other references.

We would like to point out some careless formulations and unclear
statenments by the author on scveral questions.

It is stated on page 85: "The Second. Komsomol Congress decided
not to form Komsomol cells in the army." The author does not explain
this deccision.

It is stated on page 142 +that in 1922 the control functions of
a comriissar over the activities of commanders "acquired secondary im-
portance”; however, the ciecerpt from the Regulation on Commissars
docs not confirm this statement.

It is stated in the introduction that the poarty "considers its
supcrvision over army and navy party organizations as a most important
part of general party work and as one of the basic principles of the
Soviet military establishment" (page 6). The CPSU Program does not
spcok of the supervision of party organizations in the army, but of
party lecadership of the Armed Forces, and of increasing the role and
influence of party organizations on all aspects of the life and activi-
ties of the Army and Navy.

In conclusion, we offer a number of suggestions to the author and
the Hilitary Publishing House.

In our opinion, books on +thig subject should contain a more com-
pPlete analysis and deductions from the history of varty structure in
the Soviet Army and Navy. Officers of our army, and cspecially those
of other socialist countries’ armies, should know when we acted cor-
vectly, and when we permitted mistakes. After all » We were treading
©l new ground. Therefore, works on this subject should present a carc-
Il analysis to show what has been selected, retained, or rejected from
o practical experience of almost 50 years. HMoreover, our experience
includées not only matters of national importance, ut also some that
are international and generally applicable, which will definitely
be repeated, in cettain Toimms, in all armies of soclalist countries.
Under present conditions, when advocates of "national communism" try
to reject the international character of Soviet experience, the empha-
sis on these principles is extremely important.
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ﬁﬁlﬁlun sts and non-party members, will read this necessary and useful
book with great interest. oOur comments were made with the desire %o
help the author in his further work on this important problem.
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